NEiV^YORK,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  3.  1814 


SAILORS’  RIGHTS ; 

'IBfPRBSSaiENTS  TO  BE  INTRODUCED  INTO 
THE  AMERICAN  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Secretary  Monroe,  who  fled  with  the 
rcft  of  our  valorous  cabinet,  from  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  capitaU  being  then  only  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  in  fact,  though  a  colonel  in 
name,  for  the  great  aid  he  furnished  to  his 
fellow  fugitive,  the  thrice  renowned  author 
of  the  war,  the  president  of  the  United! 
States,  or  for  some  equally  good  reason,  was 
deemed  the  fittest  man  for  secretary  at  war, 
in  this  nnion.  If  it  he  true,  that 

When-  the  Aght  becomes  a  duiSe, 

He  wens  the  tight,  who  wins  the  race, 

we  cannot  reaaonahly  ol^ect  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment. 

While  this  Mr.  Monroe  was  secretiury  cf 
staU,  he  instructed  our  little  army  of  cora- 
miasioaers  at  Ghent,  liaving  it  then  for  his 
object,  to  delay  a  (>eace,  in  the  very  words 
following : 

“  The  remark  contained  in  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  prince  regent,  that  in*  impressing 
British  seamen  from  American  vessels, Great 
Britain  exercised  no  right  which  she  was; 
not  willing  to  acknowledge  as  appertaining* 
equally  to  the  government  of' the  United' 
States,  with  resj^ect  to  American  seamen  in 
British  merchant  ships,  proves  only,  that 
the  British  government  is  conscious  of  the 
injustice  of  the  claim,  and  desirous  of  giving 
to  it  such  aid  as  may  be  ilerived  from  a 
plausible  argument.  The  semblance  of  equal¬ 
ity,  however,  in  this  proposition,  which  i 
strBies  at  first  view,  disappears  on  a  fair 
examinhRon.  It  is  unfair,  first,  because  it 

j^rossiBLEyor  the  United  Siai^  ta  take 
(ulvas^ae^e  of  it„ 

rtcan  practice,  but  utterfy  repugnant  to  our 
oonstilution  and  lanfs,"^ 

The  great'  man,  and  sound  republican, 
whom  Mr.  Madison  has  as  confidently  de¬ 
signed  for  his  successor,  as  he  was  designatetl 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  has  here  placed  upon  re- 
oord  a  great  and  imfierishable  censtitutiofud 
and  American  principle.  ^  Impressment  is 

VTTBRliT  REPUGNANT  tO  OOr  CONSTITUTION 

and  IhwBf’  Now,  what  is  impressment  ?  it 
it  the  forcibly  seising  of  sailors,  to  c nwipel 
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say  about  tlie  constittifiormlily  and  lejsrality 
of  forcing  saifors  to  fffbt,  though  unwilling. 

“  There  is  anottw1)ranch  of  the  service 
which  appears  to  ne  to  merit  the  serious 
.  delUieration  of  th€^^eg^slatlJ^e,  with  regard 
^  to  the  establishment  of  some  regular  system, 
by  which  the  VGjj^jntaiy  enlistments  for  the 
.  navy  may  derive  occasional  reinforcement 
.  from  the  services  of  those  seamen  who,  pur¬ 
suing  their  own  private  occupations,  are  ex¬ 
empt,  by  their  itinerant  habits,  from  public 
service  of  any  kind.  In  wi/  Hew^  there  rvotilf! 
he  nothing  incofnpatihle  nnth  the  free  spirit  of 
cur  institutions,  or  nnth  the  rights  cf  itutividu- 
als,  if  registers,  w  ith  a  particular  descriptive 
•record,  were  kept  in  the  several  districts, of 
all  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  provision  made  by  law  for  class¬ 
ing  and  calling  into  the  public  service,  in 
aiicce^sion,  for  reasonable  stated  perio^ls, 
.sticli  portions  or  classes  as  the  public  ser¬ 
vice  might  require ;  and  if  any  imih  idual 
so  called  should  be  absent  at  the  time,  the 
next  in  s!iccession  should  perform  the  tour 
of  duty  of  the  absentee,  who  should,  on  his 
return,  be  liable  to  serve  his  original  tour, 

.  and  his  substitute  be  exempt  from  his  suc¬ 
ceeding  regular  turn. 

i 

V  j 

And  now%  honest  reader,  as  we  have  mas- 
,  ter  and  man  before  us,  let  us  knock  their 
beads  together  a  little,  if  you  please,  before 
we  part.  First  Mr.  Madison  and  his  secre- 
tary  of  state  say,  sailors  cannot  be  forced 
to  fight.  Then  Mr.  Madison,  converting 
his  secretary  of  state  into  a  secretary  at 
war,  makes  him  say  that  landsmen,  being 
but  a  lubberly  set  of  drones,  may  be  forced 
to  fight,  w'hether  they  will  or  no.  And  then 
turning  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  he 
'makes  him  say  that  sailors  can  he  forced  to 
fight,  willing  or  not,  just  as  well  as  lands- 
‘  men.  There  is  neither  doctrine  nor  w'or- 
ship  in  these  men,  and  they  can  twist  the 
constitution  about  their  fingers,  with  as 
much  ease  as  they  do  their  pigtail.  1'hese 
men  can  make,  and  are  in  the  habit  of 
making  the  constitution  mean  any  thing 
.  which  for  the  moment  they  desire  it  to 
mean.  The  constitution  it  would  seem  was 
•  not  made  togovem  them;  but  they  to  govern 
the  constitution.  And  if  after  they  have 
put  their  own  consti^ction  upon  it,  it  be  riot 
•a  direct  violation  to  go  exactly  counter  to 
’  it,  how  is  their  guilt  ever  jo  be  satisfactorily 
proved?  And  if,  in  the  very,  matter  of 
personal  liberty  they  dare  to  violate  not 
Mly,tb«  conttitutioD,  but  their  owu  record¬ 


ed  construction  of  it,  Iiow  long  cAn  thi# 
devotffd  people  hope  to  preserve  either 
constitution  or  freedom  ?  While  we  cen¬ 
sure  New  England  for  her  imputed  inten¬ 
tion  of  renouncing  the  benefits  of  the  fede¬ 
ral  constitution,  let  us  rememlier  that  Mr. 
Madison  does  not  himself  acknowlecige  the 
obligation  of  ihat  instrument.  \i  he  pays 
*  no  resfiect  to  it,  even  in  that  point  which 
should  ensure  us  personal  liberty,  how  can 
he  expect  that  others  should  ?  Ot,  if  his 
conduct  be  right  (which  is  utterly  denied) 
what  is  a  constitution  worth  which  authori¬ 
zes  a  freeman  to  be  converted  into  a  military 
slave.  If  this  he,  indeed,  and  contrary  to 
all  former  opinions  not  of  Mr.  Madison  and 
Mr.  Monroe  ouly,  but  of  every  American— 
if  this  be,  indeed,  the  constitution,  the 
sooner  we  break  it  the  better,  for  it  is  just 
Honaparte’s  constitution.  If  the  .constitu* 
tion  has  indeed  given  any  body  power  to 
convert  us  into  slaves,  for,  and  say  what  we 
may,  a  soldier  while  he  is  a  soldier,  is  hut 
a  slave  ;  if  the  constitution  is  an  ore  bed> 
from  which  such  chains  may  he  forged, 
although  no  one  ever,  till  now,  dreamed  of 
such  a  thing ;  if,  in  one  word,  it  lie  true 
that  that  sacred  compact  to  which  we 
always  looked  for  the  security  of  our  liberty, 
does  indeed  contain  the  warrant  for  its  de¬ 
struction,  it  is  high  time  to  have  done  with 
it,  and  exert  ourselves  to  make  another,  if 
not  a  good  one,  one  at  least,  not  so  bad  as 
this  is  declared  to  be. 

But,  if  on  the  contrary,  and  most  true  the 
contrary  is,  if  it  be  a  good  constitution,  in¬ 
tended  to  secure  to  every  free  American  all 
his  rights,  and  above  all,  the  right  of  j)er- 
sonal  liberty,  let  the  usurpers  w  ho  are  twist¬ 
ing  it  into  chords  for  the  limbs  of  freemen  j 
l^  struck  to  the  earth  for  the  enormities  they 
contemplate. 

’  Nay,  constitutional  or  not,  if  the  war  de¬ 
mands  such  a  sacrifice,  let  us  have  jieace — 
and  we  are  willing  to  say,  ant  PEACfi.  If 
we  must  part  with  the  barren  northeastern 
part  of  Maine,  or  our  liberty,  we  say,  let  ut 
preserve  our  liberty.  If  we  must  part  with 
the  right,  such  as  it  is,  of  encroaching  upon 
Indian  lands  on  the  one  hand,  or  our  liber¬ 
ty  on  the  other,  we  say  again,  let  us  pre¬ 
serve  our  lilierty.  If  we  must  demolish  our 
forts  on  the  lakes,  or  our  liberties  and  hap¬ 
piness,  in  the  very  sanctuaries  of.  our  homes» 
we  say  again,  and  we  shall  repeat  it  to  our 
latest  breath,,  there  can .  be  no  possession 
more  valuable  than  liberty :  lst  us  PREr 

1  SERVE  OUR  lilBERTT. 
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Prom  the  Albany  QazetU  of  Sopl.  21. 

TO  THE  MIL!TIA  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 

The  critical  situation  of  the  country,  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  and  the  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  measures  which  the  rulers  of  the 
nation  are  projecting  against  you,  impel  me 
to  solicit  your  attention. 

Two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  na¬ 
tional  government  declared  war  against 
Great  Britain.  The  avowed  causes  of  war 
were  the  British  orders  in  council,  which 
ojierated  against  our  neutral  commerce,  and 
the  impressment  of  tl>eir  seamen  on  board 
of  our  merchant  vessels. 

The  orders  in  council  W'ere  revoked  be¬ 
fore  the  declaration  of  war  reached  Loudon, 
and  an  armistice  was  thereupon  projmsed  to 
us  by,  authorised  agents  of  the  British  gov¬ 
ernment,  which  the  president  rejected.  His 
rejection  of  this  conciliatory  pro|K)sal  arose 
from  a  declared  determination  to  protect, 
what  has  since  been  called,  saihrs*  ri^hiSy 
Here  the  cpiestion  naturally  occurs,  does  he 
adhere  to  that  determination  ?  1  answer,  no 
—-For  he  has  instructed  our  commissioners, 
w'ho  are  appointed  to  negotiate  a  peace  to 
say  nothing  about  sailors*  i'i^hts,m  case  they 
are  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  peace. 

This  may  appear  sjj^ange  to  you,  but 
strange  as  it  is,  the  fact  is  so. — The  infer¬ 
ence  to  be  deduced  from  it  is,  that  the  pre¬ 
sident  does  not  consider  the  alleged  inva¬ 
sion  of  sailors^  rights  a  good  cause  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  ivar — But  if  it  is  not  a  goml 
cause  for  continuing  the  war  now, how  could 
it  l)e  so  when  the  war  was  first  declared  ? 
The  obvious  answer  to  this  qiiestioii  seems 
to  implicate,  according  to  Mr.  iMadisotrs 
present  opinion,  at  least  the  wisdom,  if  not 
the  justice  of  his  decision  upon  the  projiosed 
armistice — and  hence  it  cannot  be  deemed 
a  forced  deduction,  that  the  severe  calami¬ 
ties,  which  the  nation  suffers  and  is  threat¬ 
ened  with  in  consequence  of  the  war,  are  to 
he  ascribeil  to^  the  rashness,  want  of  fore¬ 
sight,  and  ihcomfietency,  or  to  the  w  icked- 
ness  of  its  chief  rulers. 

But  the  evil  is  upon  us;  and  the  impor¬ 
tant  question  is,  how  is  it  to  be  removed  ? 
Should  the  negotiation  for  peace  fail,  what 
is  next  to  be  done  ?  The  advocates  for  w’ar 
say,  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour-that,  and 
that  alone,  will  bring  Great  Britain  to  a 
sense  of  justice.  But  this  presents  another 
question  for  serious  consideration,  not  less 
imfiortant  than  the  former.  How  do  the  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  war  projiose  to  prosecute  it 


with  vigour  ?  Our  ariny  is  miserably  defici¬ 
ent  in  numbers,  the  treasury  is  exhausted, 
public  credit  is  ruined,  and  the  United 
States  already  owe  millions  whiiih  they 
cannot  pay.  Thus  circumstanced,  it  be¬ 
hoves  you,  fellow  citizens^  to  reflect  deeply 
and  deliberately  ujionthe  means  which  are 
projiosed  to  augment  the  army,  and  to  re¬ 
plenish  the  treasury. 

To  accomplish  the  first,  it  is  propose<l  ter 
resort  to  a  military  conscription.  Do  ymi 
ask  w  hat  a  military  conscription  means  ?  I 
will  inform  you — It  is  the  mode  which 
Boxaparte  adopted  in  Frai^ce  to  raise 
ARMIES  TO  ENSL.AVE  Europe.  You  are  to 
be  classed,  and  each  class  is  to  furnish  a 
soldier,  whenever  and  as  often  as  shall  lie 
required,  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  U. 
States,  during  the  war — you  may  hire  him 
if  you  can,  and  if  you  cannot,  you  must 
cast  lots  w  hich  of  you  must  become  a  regu¬ 
lar  soldier.  The  presulent  wants  a  large 
arm?  of  soldiers  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  he 
must  have  it.  Ollicers  he  can  get  in  abun¬ 
dance. — His  supporters  are  ready  to  furnish 
tliem  to  any  nurnlier,  but  soldiers  cannot  be 
obtained  without  coercion.  What  say  you, 
are  you  prepared  for  this  kind  of  coercion  ? 
Will  you  consent  to  draw  lots  whether  you 
shall  be  dragged  by  a  military  guard  from 
your  families  and  relatives,  to  form  an  army 
to  march  into  Canada,  or  wherever  else  the 
president  shall  please  to  order  it  ?  Are  you 
willing  to  leave  your  ivives,  your  children, 
and  your  aged  parents,  who  depend  noon 
your  care  and  daily  exertions  for  tlieif 
earthly  comfort  and  support,  to  endure  want, 
anxiety  and  distress  at  home,  while  3^011  are 
su.Tering  cold,  fatigue,  hunger,  disease  and 
nakedness,  in  a  foreign  region  ? — Do  you 
pause  at  these  questions  !  Ijet  it  l>e  the 
pause  of  freemen, who  understand  and  revere 
the  sacred  obligations  which  that  name  im¬ 
ports.  Sound  reflection  will  neither  weak¬ 
en  their  force,  nor  shake  your  resolution  to 
fulfil  them. 

Perhaps  yon  may  be  totd,  that  this  mode  of 
raising  sokhers  will  lighten  the  burdens  of  the 
poor.  Be  not  deceived,  fellow  citizens,  by  such 
an  idle  suggestioB.  How  will  it  relieve  the 
poor  ?  The  rich  may  hire  soldiers  ;  the  poor 
cannot.  What  will  be  the  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence  ?  The  poor  must  draw  lots,  and  if  the 
lot  falls  upon  him,  be  must  go.  It  will  be  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  situation  of  his  family, 
no  matter  bow  great  his  repugoance  to  the  ser- 
vic<%  he  must  hn^come  a  regular  soklier,  to  serve 
during  the  war.  Will  this  ease  the  burdens  of 
the  poor  man  ?  Is  this  tlie  happy  state  of  a 
free  eitiaon,  who  happens  to  be  pe^? 
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the  boasted  tVeedorn  secured  to  him  by  our  cx- 
cellt’iit  coiLstiliiltiou  ?  It  cannot  be  ;  there  is 
something  wrong  in  this  conscription  project ;  it 
bears  the.  stamp  of  despc>tisimipon  its  front ;  it 
strikes  at  the  root  of  civil  liberty  ;  and  tends  to 
tlic  estabiishtnent  of  a  military  tyranny.  Con* 
cede  the  principle  that  the  federal  government 
jW)sses  the  power  to  convert  free  citizens  against 
'  their  will,  into  regular  soldiers,  and  from  that 
moment  our  free  constitution  becomes  a  dead 
letter. 

I  am  aware  that  the  advocates  for  conscrip¬ 
tion  repose  themselves  upon  precedents,  taken 
fi'om  the  proceedings  during  our  fevohitionary 
war ;  suffer  me  therefore  to  make  a  few  obser¬ 
vations  upon  those  precedeifLs. 

It  w’oiihl  be  a  siifbcient  objection  to  set  them 
aside,  that  tliey  occurred  during  the  heat  and 
pressure  of  a  revolutionary  struggle,  when  the 
Cnited  Slates  had  no  permanc^nt  government, 
and  while  the  stability  of  the  state  governments 
depended  upon  tlie  issue  of  that  arduous  con¬ 
flict.  We  were  fighting  for  independence,  and 
with  it  the  liberty  of  choosing  onr  own  forms  of 
government  ;  the  exigencies  of  our  situation 
dictated  the  means  of  resistance,  uncontrouiled 
by  established  constitutional  provisions.  We 
liad  our  committees  of  safety  ;  our  commission¬ 
ers  of  conspiracy  ;  our  commissioners  of  secpies- 
tralion,  and  atone  pr'riod  dictatorial  powers 
were  conferred  upon  our  lieloved  Washington. 
Are  you  willing  to  see  such  measures  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  present  day  ?  Nay,  can  any  honest 
and  respectable  man  be  found  who  dare  serious¬ 
ly  to  propose  and  advocate  their  introduction  ? 
I  trust  not,  and  yet  there  are  revolutionary  pre¬ 
cedents  which  might  be  cited  to  justify  them, 
with  as  much  propriety  as  the  precedents  of 
raising  soldiers  by  classes  during  the  revolution, 
are  cited  to  justify  the  projected  congressional 
military  conscription.  Indeed  the  very  recur¬ 
rence  to  such  precedents  at  this  time  is  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  propensities,  which  ought  to  be  deci¬ 
sively  checked  at  the  first  lisp.  It  betrays  a 
leaning  torvards  arbitrary  porver,  and  manifests 
an  afamiing  contempt  for  constitutional  re¬ 
straints. 

Our  inestimable  constitution  was  devised  by 
thii  norihUs  who  had  conducted  ns  safe  through 
the  stornw  of  the  revolution.  They  foresaw  that 
w'e  would  be  exposed  to  the  curse  of  war,  and 
therefore  inserted  in  the  constitution  the  re¬ 
quisite  provisions  “  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
and  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,”  to  carry 
it  on.  But  they  were  also  sensible  that  consti¬ 
tutional  guards  would  be  necessary  against  en¬ 
croachments  by  men  in  power,  upon  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people,  and  for  that  reason  they  in¬ 
terdicted  the  introduction  of  revolutionary  pre¬ 
cedents,  by  definin/^  the  powers  granted  to  eve¬ 
ry  department  of  the  government — by  limiting 
the  compulsory  power  of  the  government  over 
the  citizens  to  perform  military  services  to 
three  emergencies,  to  wit,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  to 
repel  iiivasioBf-^and  by  expressly  reserving  to 


the  states  the  appointment  of  the  officers  under 
whom  they  are  to  serve. 

Does  not  the  foregoing  limitation  of  the  com-  ' 
(uilsory  power  of  the  federal  government  over 
the  militia,  according  to  its  letter  and  spirit, 
exempt  our  citizens,  who  are  enrolled  in  the 
militia,  from  military  service,  except  in  the 
three  specified  cases  ?  And  does  not  the  reser* 
vation  of  the  appointment  by  the  states  of  the 
ofticers  who  are  to  command  them  while  in  scr- 
vice,‘negative'the  power  of  congress  to  force  a 
militia  man  into  the  regular  army,  to  be  cona- 
manded  by  officers  of  the  United  States?  If  it 
does  not,  the  language  of  the  constitution  is 
worse  than  unmeaning — it  is  a  solemn  mocke¬ 
ry.  But  if  it  does,  then  the  project  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  conscription  is  forbidden  by  the  tern  s,  as 
well  as  the  true  spirit,  of  that  sacred  instru¬ 
ment,  > 

Do  you  inquire  what  we  are  to  do,  when  the 
enemy  threatens  to  assail  us  at  every  vulnera¬ 
ble  fioint?  I  answer  promptly,  repel  them  by 
the  valour  of  our  citizen  soldiers.  The  oiilitiw 
is  our  constitutional  safeguard  against  invasion, 
and  experience  has  fthewn  that  they  are  com¬ 
petent  to  the  task.  It  is  true,  that  the  duty  is 
severe  and  burdensome,  but  it  must  at  the 
same  time  be  recollected  that  by  performing  it 
they  preserve  their  character  of  freemen. — 
Who  amongst  you  is  willing  to  sacrifice  his 
civil  liberty  in  order  to  be  relieved  from  de¬ 
fending  it?  The  man  who  will  consent  to  the 
sacrifice  cannot  be  a  true  republican.  He  sets 
no  value  upon  our  admired  republican  institu¬ 
tions — and  his  mind  is  debased  to  a  level  with 
the  meanest  slaves. 

Again  permit  me  to  ask,  by  whom  this  once 
happy  country  has  been  brought  into  its  present 
calamitous  situation — by  whom  it  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  the  horrors,  the  distresses  and  suffer¬ 
ings  of  a  destructive  war,  without  an  army, 
without  a  navy,  without  money  and  without 
credit  to  prosecute  it  ?  Is  it  not  by  those 
very  rulers,  who  now  feel  disposed  to  a- 
vail  themselves  of  the  dangers  which  they 
have  wantonly  provoked,  to  march  over  theeon- 
stitiition,  to  trample  upon  your  liberties,  and 
by  an  odious  and  tyrannical  military  conscrip¬ 
tion,  to  convert  free  citizens  into  regular  sol¬ 
diers  ?  Can  you  safely  confide  in  the  purity  of 
the  views  of  these  men  or  iu  the  wisdom  of  their 
measures  ?  Will  you  commit  to  them  your 
dearest  interest — your  valuable  civil  rights — 
nay,  absolute  power  over  your  liberty  and  lives, 
upon  the  tyrant’s  plea,  of  necessity  ?  Do  you 
feel  assured  that  the  necessity  which  they  plead 
cannot  be  made  subservient  to  unhallowed  am¬ 
bition  ? 

But,  methinks  I  hear  you  inquire  with  solici¬ 
tude,  how  can  this  horrible  conscription  be  pre¬ 
vented  ? — Fellow  citizens,  the  remedy  is  in 
your  own  hands — make  a  solemn  protest  against 
it — in  plain,  but  respectful  and  firm  language. 
Let  the  rulers  of  the  nation  know  that  you  are 
ready  to  perform  your  duty,  to  defend  your, 
country,  and  with  it  your  cwU  rights  as  free* 


THE  EXAMI!^ER 


Hi  every  husarA^  Too  bare  clothed  them 
iVitb  a  little  brief  anthority,  v/liich  they  have 
grossly  abused.  When  that  atithority  shall 
cease  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  consti¬ 
tution,  cast  them  off  as  unprofitable  servants, 
and  supply  their  places  with  wiser  and  better 
inen.  Remember  that  you  have  much  to 
hope,  but  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
cliausre. 

I  will  now  briefly  notice  the  means  proposed 
to  replenish  the  treasury — what  are  they  ?  Ex¬ 
tensive  and  permanent  systems  of  taxation. 
You  are  literally  to  be  taxed  fro  n  your  hats 
down  to  the  soles  of  your  shoes,  including  both. 
Your  farms  are  to  be  taxed,  your  furniture,  your 
clothing  the  nec-essaries  for  your  families,  your 
cattle,  your  farming  utensils,  your  notes,  your 
boiidv',  your  mortgages,  the  title  deeds  for  the 
land  which  you  may  purchase,  and  even  the 
strong  b('er  which  you  may  wish  to  drink  or  en¬ 
tertain  your  friends  with,  are  all  in  one  shape  I 
or  other  to  l>etax^d — I  will  not  say  that  heavy 
taxes  are  wholly  unnecessary,  for  monev  is  want¬ 
ed  to  grease  the  wheels  of  government,  and 
without  it  they  must  stop.  Bcit  I  may  be  per¬ 
mit  ted  to  ask,  to  whose  management  are  we  in-  i 
debted  for  this  deadly  weight  of  taxes  ?  You  j 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  question,  and  there- 
foi’e  have  a  right  to  be  informed.  Su'ferme  to 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  late  and  present 
sec  retary  of  the  treasury  for  official  information. 
You  will  there  find  that  the  operatibns  of  the 
war  have  already  loaded  the  United  States  with 
many  millions  of  debt,  and  that  they  have  not 
a  r»*nt  wherewith  to  pay  it — that  public  credit 
is  woru  out  by  borrowing — that  no  means  have 
been  provided  to  pay  so  much  as  the  interest — 
indeed  so  hard  is  the  government  pushed  for 
.  money,  that  a  near  relation  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  lately  avowed  on  the  floor  of  congress, 
tlm^  he  would  resort  to  something  like  a  plea  of 
usury  against  the  late  lenders  to  the  United 
States  to  justify  a  delay  of  payment. 

In  this  situation,  frllow  citizens,  you  are  to 
be  loaded  with  taxes,  not  merely  to  pay  the 
debts  already  incurred,  but  to  meet  others 
which  are  daily  acciimiilatiiig  by  the  progress  of 
this  ru loons  war.  And  to  what  end  is  this  niin- 
ous  war  to  be  continued  ?  I  have  before  told 
you  that  the  avowed  causes  for  which  it  was  de¬ 
clared  have  either  been  removed  by  the  enemy 
or  abandoned  by  the  president. 

The  truth  of  the  mattter  is,  that  when  Great 
Britain  offered  an  armistice,  as  a  preliminary 
step  towards  peace,  Mr.  Madison  in  his  wrath 
rejected  it,  and  now  when  Mr.  iVIadison  sues  for 
peace,  the  enemy  stands  aloof.  And  thus  you 
iee  that  although  the  causes  which  produced  the  I 
declaration  of  war  have  ceased  to  operate,  it 
must  be  continued  on  account  of  the  president’s 
obstinacy  in  refusing  an  accommodation  when 
it  was  oflered  to  him. 

Here  then  the  question  recurs,  are  you  will¬ 
ing  to  submit  meekly  to  an  intolerable  and  ac¬ 
cumulating  load  of  taxes,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  cherish  and  uphold  the  authors  of  them  ? 


If  you  are  not,  let  those  anthors  know  it — let 
them  feel  it.  The  constitution  prescri^s  the 
noode — adopt  it  speedily — purple  it  faithfully 
and  perseveringly,  aud  your  deliverance  wll  be 
safe.  .  SENEX. 

Reports  from  the  Departments  of  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  and  General  Postoffice,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and  pa¬ 
pers,  the  conseriiience ,  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy,  on  the  2-tth  of  August  last. 

RESOIATTION 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  October  24,  1814. 

“  On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert, 

“  Reiohtds  That  the  secretaries  of  state,  trea¬ 
sury,  war,  and  navy  departments,  and  the  postmas¬ 
ter  general,  be  directed  to  commnoicate  to  this 
house,  such  in(brmation  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and 
papers,  in  their  i*espective  departments,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in  tiie  mouth 
of  August,  1814;  designating  particularly  what 
description  of  l*ooks  aiHl  papers  has  been  lost  there- 
bv,  and  what  the  probable  affect  of  such  loss  will 
he  in  the  ailjustment  of  the  unsettled  accounts  of 
the  Uniteil  States.” 

Attest, 

(Signed)  PATRICK  MAGRUDER,  Clk. 

Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  informing 
that  none  of  his  books  or  papers  were  destroyed 
in  consequence  of  the  late  incursion  of  the  ene¬ 
my. 

October  26, 1814 — Read. 

General  Postoffice,  Oct.  25, 1814. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolirtion  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  the  subject  of  informa¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and 
papers  belonging  to  the  general  postoffice,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy ;  you 
are  informed  that  no  official  books  or  papers  w^ere 
lost,  belonging  to  the  department,  in  consequence 
of  the  late  incursion.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jun. 

Postmaster  General. 
The  honourable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Letter,  &c.  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  an¬ 
swer  to  an  inquiry  of  the  house,  relative  to 
books,  and  papers  lost  by  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy,  in  August,  1814. 

October  29,  1814 — Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 

Navy  Departfloent,  Oct.  27, 1814, 
Sir — In  obedience  to  the  i^solutioii  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  house  of  representatives,  passed  on  the 
24th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  report. 

That  the  whole  of  the  official  books,  papers,  tro¬ 
phies,  and  effects,  in  the  o^e  of  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  except  the  furniture  of  the  office,  were 
preserved  from  loss  or  injury  by  the  late  incursion 
of  the  enemy,  and  are  now  entire ;  and  that  all 
the  official  books  and  papers,  in  the  office  of  the 
accountant  of  the  navy,  have  been  preserved  ;  ex¬ 
cept  thoee  official  papers  relative  to  accounts  set- 
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tied  and  .  traii«initted  to  the  treasury  department 
referred  to  in  the  letter,  of  which  the  eociosed  is  a 
copy.  I  have  the  honour  to  very  ^respectfully, 
air,  your  obedient  sen  aot, 

W.  JONES. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker 
'of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Navy  Department,  Accountant’s  Office, 

Oct.  "26,  1814. 

Sir — ^Tn  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  relative 
to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  representa¬ 
tives,  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  books  and  papers  in  the  respective  departments, 
in  consequence  of  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  in 
the  month  of  Align.**!,  1814  ;  I  have  the  honour  to 
state,  that  it  is  believed,  that  all  the  official  books 
and  papers  in  this  ojjice  was  saved.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  loss  of  a  single  book,  or  papers 
of  conseijuence ;  but  I  have  understood,  that  many 
of  qijr  official  papers,  relative  to  accounts  settled 
and  transmitted  to  the  treasury  department  were 
destroyed.  W  hat  effect  the  loss  may  have  on  future 
adjustments,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  With 
great  respect,  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obe¬ 
dient  servant, 

THO.  TURNER. 
The  honourable  William  Jones. 

Eetter  and  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  show  ing  the  loss  of  books  and  papers  in 
that  department,  by  the  incursion  of  the  enemy. 

November  1,  1814 — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Treasury  Department, 

Oct.  31st,  1814* 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a 
irepori,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  of  the  ^24th  inst.  1  have 
the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient.servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

The  honourable  the  Speaker 

pf  the  House  of  Representatives. 

REPORT. 

■  •  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  ^th  inst.  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  respectfully  reports. 

That,  with  the  exception  of  some  old  letters 
from  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  commission¬ 
ers  of  loans  and  other  unimportant  documents,  no 
loss  of  official  books  or  papers  was  sustained  in  his 
particular  office  by  reason  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  in  the  month  of  Aug.  1814. 

That  the  documents  herewith  transmitted,  and 
marked  A,  R,  C,  D,  E,  and  F,  contain  all  the  in¬ 
formation  furnished  by  the  beads  of  the  several 
offices  attached  to  this  department,  in  relation  to 
the  object  of  the  said  resolution,  and  are  prayed  to 
'  be  received  as  part  of  this  report.  Ail  which  is 
respectfully  submitted  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Treasury  Department,  ; 

Oct.  Slst,  1814. 

-  A. 

Treasury  Department,  Comptroller’s  Office, 

24th  Oct.  1814. 

Sir — ^To  enable  you  to  comply  with  a  resolution 
•f  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  24ih  last,  iu 


to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and  pa¬ 
pers  i'l  treasury  department,  1  have  to  state, 
that  ell  the  otheial  books  and  papers  which  were  in 
this  office  on  the  24th  of,  August  laiit,  the  day  of 
the  incursion  of  the  enemy  into  this -city,  were 
packed  up  and  removed  from  the  treasury,  and 
have  nil  since  returned,  except  a  box  containing 
brief  entries  of  accounts,  and  another  containing 
part  of  the  accounts  entered  on  the  new  books  of 
the  accountant  of  the  war  department,  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1812,  and  part  of  the  accounts 
on  the  old  books  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
same  year. 

These  boxes,  it  is  supposed,  have,  by 
some  means,  become  mixed  with  others  be- 
longing  to  some  oilier  of  the  dejiartments  ; 
and  although  diligent  search  has  been  made 
for  them  without  effect,  1  do  not  y^t  despair 
oi*  their  being  found. 

1  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

NATHAN  LUFBOROUGH, 
Acting  Coniptroller. 
lion.  A.  J.  Dall.\s, 

Secretary  of  the  'J’reasury. 

li. 

Treasury  Department, 
Adjutant’s  OiBce,  Oct.  27,  1814. 
SIR — In  compliance  with  your  request, 
accompanying  a  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  24th  inst.  1  have  the 
honour  to  state  that  of  the  official  books  and 
papers  in  the  immediate  charge  of  this  of* 
fice,  none  are  known  to  have  been  destroy¬ 
ed  or  lost  “  in  consequence  of  flie  incursion 
of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August,  1814,” 
excepting  only  a  set  of  the  printed  journals 
and  reports  of  the  two  houses  of  congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  re¬ 
spect,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant,  . 

R.  HARRISON. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C. 

Treasurer’s  Office,  Oct.  17,  1814. 
Information  respecting  the  hooks  and  papers 
pf  the  treasurer’s  office,  required  by  a  re¬ 
solution  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
passed  Oct.  24tli,  1814. 

Ledgers,  journal,  remittance,  bank,  draft 
and  other  books  generally  in  use  since  tha 
year  1810,  have  l>een  preserved,  and  many 
from  the  first  establishment  of  the  treasury, 
particularly  all  the  payments  and  receipts 
on  account  of  the  treasury,  war  and  navy 
departments  from  their  commencement.-— 

I  All  the  warrants,  vouchers  and  unsettled 
accounts  of  every  kind. were  preserved,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  accounts  and  warrants  which  had 
been  paid  in  July  last,  on  account  of  the  pri¬ 
vateer  pension  fund,  and  one  on  account  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  British  traalyf 
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These  can  easily  be  replaccil,  the  vouchers 
for  the  payments  being  preservetl. 

:  Mciny  of  the  books  and  papers  destroyed 
were  brought  from  Philadelphia,  and  very 
few  would  ever  have  been  wanted,  as  all  the 
accounts  of  this  othce  are  adjuste<l  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter,  and  the  documents 
accompahy  the  accounts  to  the  accounting 
ofticers  of  the  treasury  department,  and  are 
afterwards  deposited  with  the  register. 

T.  r.  TUCKER, 
Treasurer  of  the  U.  States. 

D. 

Treasury  Department, 
Revenue  Office,  Oct.  26,  1814. 

.  SIR— have  the  honour  of  stating,  in 
compliance  with  your  request,  that  no  offi¬ 
cial  books  or  papers  belonging  to  this  office 
were  destroyed  in  consequence  of  the  incur¬ 
sion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August, 
1814.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 

S.  SMITH, 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

E. 

Treasury  Department. 

Register’s  Office.  October  28, 1814. 

The  register,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  represent  that  the  loss  of  hooks  and  pa¬ 
per^  in  relation  to  the  records  of  the  treasury, 
has.  in  a  great  degree,  been  limited  to  those  of 
minor  importance ;  and  that  upon  the  late  in¬ 
cursion  of  the  enemy  all  the  essential  Ixioks  of 
the  treasury  were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

That  to  comply  more  especially,  by  giving  a 
description  of  the  books  and  papers  which  were 
lost  on  that  occasion,  he  ]>egs  leave  to  avail 
himself,  by  referring  to  certain  papers  herewith 
subjoined,  being  statements  made  by  the  clerks, 
respectively,  having  the  charge  of  the  principal 
books  and  records,  and  to  which  he  submits  the 
following  remarks : 

On  the  statements  A.  and  B.  in  relation  to 
)the  principal  books  and  records  of  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States.  The  receipts  and  expen¬ 
ditures  of  public  moneys ;  the  accounts  of  indi¬ 
vidual  collectors  of  the  revenue,  arid  of  all 
public  agents  and  persons  accountable  for  mo¬ 
neys  advanced  or  otherwise  were  preserved^  and 
that  such  as  were  lost  (the  very  bulky  and  nu¬ 
merous  settled  accounts  of  the  war  and  navy 
departments  excepted)  were  considered  unim¬ 
portant  compared  with  the  books  ^nd  records 
•which  were  on  the  emergency  removed,  and 
which  claimed  the  first  attention  of  the  regis¬ 
ter  with  the  few  remaining  clerks,  who  were 
not  in  the  field  in  actual  military  service. 

On  the  statement  C.  in  relation  to  the  public 
debt. 

In  this  branch  of  the  public  records  nothing 
has  been  lost  that,  it  is  presumed,  can,  in  the 
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most  remote  de^ee,  aflfect  the  interests  of  the 
individual  creditor  or  the  United  Stales. 

I'bere  arise  two  descriptions  of  records  from 
the  mode  adopted  at  the  treasury,  ot  a  qiiarler- 
yearly  settlement  of  the  legers,  in  whicli  every 
individual  creditor  on  the  books  of  the  treasu¬ 
ry  is  exhibited  ;  the  first  of  these  are  ojd  legers 
closed  and  put  away  as  finished  ;  the  other* 
those  which  are  operative*  and  contain  the 
names  of  existing  creditors,  the  sums  due  to 
each,  the  periods  of  interest.  The  journals  and 
legers  of  the.  first  description  only  were  lost.  * 

On  the  loss  of  the  books  in  which  were 
placed  numerically  the  old  cancelled  loan  office 
certificates;  the  caucell^  army  certificates; 
the  register  respectfully  remarks,  that  an  official 
register  of  certificates  of  the  aforegoing  ebarae- 
ter  outstandings  .and  which  remaining  outstand- 
ing  under  each  class  has  been  preserved^  and 
that  to  this  register  of  outstanding  certificates, 
reference  has  frequently  been  had  •  in  cases 
where  petitions  for  payment  has  been  present¬ 
ed  to  congress,  so  that  it  is  iM’esiiined  no  materi¬ 
al  inconvenience  will  arise  from  the  destruction 
of  those  which  have  been  brought  iu  and  satis¬ 
fied. 

On  the  marine  records  lost— 

The  records  arising  under  the  laws  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  registerings  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  being 
duplicates  transmitted  to  the  treasury  by  the 
district  collectors,  from  the  passing  of  those  acts 
in  1792,  bound  up  iu  volumes  descriptive  of 
their  contents  ;  together  with  the  cancelled  re¬ 
gisters,  enrolments  and  licenses  placed  numeri¬ 
cally  ill  books  for  their  reception ;  ■  altliougb 
they  were  destroyed,  yet  their  loss  it  is  presum¬ 
ed,  may  be  supplied  in  each  |>ort  by  a  reference 
to  the  corresjiondiiig  recoiMs  in  the  office  of  each 
collector,  a  inode  which  it  is  presumed,  lias 
been  resorted  to,  from  the  circtiinstaure  that, 
comparatively  to  their  extent,  few  applications 
have  been  made  for  certified  copies  of  such  re¬ 
cords  at  the  treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  and  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A. 

Schedule  of  .the  loss  sustained  by  the  destiiictiou 
of  the  treasury  department,  in  that  branch  of 
the  register’s  office,  where  the  books  and  ac¬ 
counts  in  relation  to  the  impost  and  tonnage 
duties,  the  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax 
are  kept,  viz. 

The  legers,  journals  aud  auxiliary  books  con¬ 
nected  with  the  imports,  tonnage  and  internal 
revenues,  from  the  commencement  to  year  1810, 
inclusive. 

The  export  books  from  the  commencement 
to  the  year  *180.3,  inchisive. 

The  vouchers  and  documents  relative  to  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of 
the  customs,  and  supervisors  of  the  Internal  re¬ 
venues  and  direct  tax,  from  the  commeRceiiient 
to  the  year  181 1,  inclusive 
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It  is  to  .he  observed,  however,  that  the  general¬ 
ity  ot  the  accounts  of  every  individual  collector 
and  supervisor  throughout  the  union,  as  settled 
at  the  treasury,  being  exhibited  in  the  annual 
printed  statements  of  the  public  accounts,  the 
loss  above  enumerated  cannot  be  considered  as 
essential  or  in  any  way  likely  to  affect  the 
settleint'ot  of  future  accounts,  arising  from  the 
sources  of  revenue  before  stated  ;  and  further, 
that  all  the  auditor’s  reports  and  statements  of 
the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs, 
the  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  from  their 
commencement  to  the  present  period  have  been 
,  JOSA.  DAWSON. 

B. 

Register’s  Office,  Oct.  16,  182^. 
Of  the  books  and  papers  relative  to  the  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

The  principal  legers  and  journalB  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  government,  to  the  year 
1798,  were  destroyed.  The  legers,  since  that  peri¬ 
od,  as  well  as  the  complete  set  of  day  books,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  government,  have  been 
preserved. 

The  vouchers  and  reports  on  settled  accounts, 
which  were  contained  in  upwards  of  100  large 
cases  and  chests  in  the  fireproof  building  were  de¬ 
stroyed..  The  treasury  statements  on  said  accounts, 
from  the  commencenent  of  the  present  govern- 1 
ment,  have,  in  general, 'been  preserved. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  conceived  but  little  incon¬ 
venience  will  be  incurred  in  the  settlement  of  ac¬ 
counts  from  the  destruction  of  books  and  papers  in 
relation  to  this  branch  of  the  office. 

JOS.  STRETCH. 

C. 

Of  the  books  and  records  in  relation  to  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  public  debt,  the  following  were  de- 
'  stroyed. 

1.  ^iveral  old  journals  and  legers,  the  accounts 
in  .which  had  been  closed. 

Books  containing  receipts  for  certificates  of 
funded  debt  delivered  at  the  treasury  previously 
to  the  year  1800.  The  receipts  taken  since  have 
been  preserved. 

2.  Cancelled  certificates  or  evidences  of  the  re¬ 
volutionary  funded  debt,  numerically  arranged  and 
bound  up  iu  books,  which  were  numerous  and 
bulky :  they  contained. 

1.  ’Loan  Office  certificates. 

2.  Army  certificates. 

3.  Final  settlement  certificates  by  the  comniis- 
Aoners  of  the  staff  department. 

,4.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  by  com¬ 
missioners  In  the  several  states. 

5.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  in  the  ma¬ 
rine  department. 

The  whole  were  destroyed ;  an  official  list,  how¬ 
ever,  exhibiting  the  certificates  which  remain  out¬ 
standing  was  preserved^  by  w’bich  the  equity  of 
claims  for  certificates  of  either  description  may  be 
ascertained  with*  precision. 

3.  Receipts  for  dividends  of  principal  and  inte¬ 
rest  on  the  funded  debt  paid  at  the  several  loan 
offices,  from  the  commencement  of  the  government 
to  the  31st  December,  1812,  were  lost;  also,  re¬ 
ceipts  for  dividends  declared  at  the  treasury  to  the 
Slst  I>ecember,  1810. 

.Dividends  retunied  unclaimed  from  logn 


I  offices  for  payment  at  Uie  ireagur>' ;  the  transcripts 
I  of  these  dividends,  however,  which  were  made  in 
this  office,  in  Ixjoks  prepared  with  columns  for  re¬ 
ceipts,  and  which  were  preserved,  exhibited,  not 
only  the  amount  paid  thereou,  but  also  every  sum 
now  due  to  individual  creditors. 

4.  Transfers  or  cancelled  certificates  of  the  fun¬ 
ded  deDt  previous  to  the  year  1611.  All  the 
powers  of  attorney  for  transferring  stock,  were 
preserved. 

MICHL.  NOURSE. 
Register’s  Office,  Oct.  25, 1814. 

F. 

General  Land  Office,  Oct.  26, 1814. 
Sir — All  the  maps  of  this  office,  and  all  the 
books  and  papers  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  ac¬ 
counts,  were  saved  from  destruction. 

I’he  papers  ilestroyed  were  files  of  military  war¬ 
rants  whicii  had  been  located  and  patented  ;  files 
of  final  certilicates  and  other  f»apers  relative  to 
purchased  lands  which  had  been  patented ;  a  few 
files  of  monthly  returns  from  land  offices,  which 
files  had  been  posted  into  the  ledgers ;  the  loss  of 
these  papers  will  not  affect  the  public  interest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GARDINER,  Chief  Clerk. 
The  honourable  A.  .1.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Reports  from  the  departments  of  w'ar,  of  books, 
papers,  See.  lost  by  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in 
the  month  of  August,  1814  ;  made  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  the  24th  October  last. 
Nov.  11,  1814.  Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

War  Department,  Nov.  9th,  1614. 
Sir — Conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  of  October  24th,  requiring  of 
this  department  a  report  relative  to  the  destruction 
of  books  and  papers,  in  consequence  of  the  incur¬ 
sion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August,  1814, 
I  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  all  the  books  of 
record,  belonging  to  this  office,  w'cre  saved,  and 
that  no  papers  of  any  kind  were  lost,  except  re¬ 
commendations  for  appointments  in  the  army,  and 
letters  received  more  than  seven  years  previous ; 
of  all  these,  howev^er,  there  is  a  record  in  the  office, 
viz.  the  names  of  applicants,  and  a  brief  of  the 
substance  of  all  other  letters  which  were  not  pre¬ 
served. 

All  the  standards  and  colours  taken  from  the 
enemy  during  the  revolution,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  present  war,  which  hud  been  deposited  in  the 
war  office,  were  also  saved. 

In  relation  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the  seve¬ 
ral  offices  attached  to  this  department,  1  take  the 
liberty  to  enclose  the  reports  which  have  been 
made  in  me  by  the  principal  officer  of  each. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE* 
The  honourable  the  speaker  ef  the 
house  of  representatives. 

ACCOUNTANT’S  REPORT. 

Department  of  War,  Account^ 
ant’s  Office.  Oct*.  27 tb,  1814. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Hoase  ef  Represeotntive^  of  the  24th  fast.  thi$  * 
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recruiting  and  other  accounts  as  had  been  ad» 
justed  and  settled  in  this  ofltee,  with  old  dupli- 
cate  voucliers,  the  originals  ot  which  were  sent 
up  to  the  other  offices  of  the  govermoent  to  be 
finally  deposited  in  the  trearury  department. 
No  inconvenience  will  result  to  the  government 
from  this  loss  (provided  the  originals  are  pre¬ 
served)  the  only  inconvenience  which  will  ba 
felt  is  in  this  ofi^e«  where,  instead  of  referring 
te  our  copies  for  information,  we  shall  have  tb 
resort  to  the  originals  at  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. 

The  accounts  and  vouchers  of  tieutenahil. 
Samuel  Scott,  as  paymaster  of  the  24th  regi? 
of  infantry — The  instructions  of  the  pay¬ 


day  transmitted  to  me  from  your  office,  direct¬ 
ing  the  secretaries  of  the  several  departments, 
and  the  post  master  general,  to  communicate  to 
the  house  such  information  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official 
books  and  papers  in  their  respective  depart¬ 
ments,  in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  in  the  month  of  August,  1814,  &c.  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  that  the  books  and  pa¬ 
pers  belonging  to  this  office  were  removed  at 
the  time  above  mentioned,  and  are  iM)w  in  a 
state  of  safety ;  excepting  a  part  of  the  papers 
and  army  accounts  appertaining  to  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  which  had  been  saved  from  the 
flames  on  the  burning  of  the  house  occupied  by 
the  war  department  in  1800.  When  the  books 
and  papers  of  this  office  were  removed,  as  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  it  was  not  practicable  to  ob-. 
tain  conveyanc^e  for  all ;  it  was,  therefore,  de¬ 
termined  to  leave  the  old  pa[>er8  and  army  ac¬ 
counts,  as  the  loss  of  those  (if  any  loss  should 
happen)  would  he  attended  with  less  inconveni¬ 
ence  than  that  of  any  other  papers.  They  were 
in  the  fire*nroof  room  of  the  office  at  the  time 
of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  and  when  that 
building  was  burnt  they  remained  uninjured  by 
the  ffanies.  But  the  room  having  been  entered 
by  some  uer^ons  soon  after  the  building  was 
destroyed,  the  papers  were  deranged,  and  many 
of  them  undoubtedly  destroyed  or  carried  away 
at  that  time ;  but  it  is  not  possible  to  identify 
those  which  may  have  been  thus  destroyed. 
Wlien  the  public  papers  were  brought  back  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  the  remainder  of  those 
papers  (by  far  tlie  largest  part  of  the  whole) 
were  removed  to  the  bouse  now  occupied  as  the 
accoiintant\s  offk’e. 

It  is  not  pmbable  that  the  loss  of  those  pa¬ 
pers  can  have  any  effect  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  United  .States,  as 
the  claims  (if  any)  which  might  arise  under 
them,  have  been  barred  by  acts  of  limitation. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

The  honorable  tlie  Secretary  of  War. 

PAYMASTER’S  REPORT. 

Army  Pay-Office. 

City  of  Washington,  Oct.  29,  1814. 

The  paymaster  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  ill  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Represejitatives,  under  date  of  October  24th, 
1814,  has  the  honour  to  report : 

That  by  great  exertions  all  the  books,  ac¬ 
counts,  rolls  and  papers  of  his  office  which  were 
of  any  considerable  importance  were  saved  from 
the  destructive  incursion  of  the  enemy  at  this 
place  in  the  month  of  August,  1814;  but  agree¬ 


ment  of  inlautry—  1  ne  insiruciioiw  oi  lue  pay- , 
master  of  the  army  to  all  sub-paymasters,  direct  ^ 
them  to  keep  duplicates  ef  their  aocounis  and 
vouchers,  ai^  lieutenant  Scott  has  been  called 
on  for  the  duplicates  of  his ;  when  they  are  re¬ 
ceived  the  loss  will  be  made  good. 

'  A  small  book  containing  a  record  of  certain 
stoppages  from  the  pay  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  artificers  and  privates;  a 
book  of  minor  importance,  and  as  the  stoppages 
had  all  been  directed,  and  many  of  them  actual¬ 
ly  made  and  done,  the  loss  of  it  is  considered  of 
very  little  consequence. 

The  recniiting  account  and  vouchers  (in  part) 
of  the  late  major  Timothy  Dix,  of  the  14th  re¬ 
giment  of  infantry,  deceased.  If  the  legal  re¬ 
presentative  of  major  Dix  produces  the  dupli¬ 
cates- which  it  is  expected  are  among  the  papers 
of  the  deceased,  the  loss  will  be  retrieved. 

It  is  possible  that  some  few  other  papers 
might  have  been  lost,  which  cannot  now  be  re¬ 
collected  or  ascertained.  It  is  believed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  co»i!d  not  have  been  of  much 
magnitude  or  importance. 

Respectfully,  R.  BRENT, 

Paymaster  U.  S.  Army. 
The  honourable  .Tarai’S  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  the  Siiperintendant-Genei’al  of 
Military  Supplies. 

Washiugton,  Oct.  24th,  1814. 

Sir->In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th  inst.  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  that  none  of  the  books 
or  papers  beloughig  to  the  office  of  the  snper- 
iiitendant  general  of  military  supplies  have 
been  lost  or  otherwise  destroyed,  in  censeqnence 
of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of 
August  last.  1  am,  sir,  respectfolly,  your  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  RICHARD  CUTTS, 

Supt.  Gen.  Military  Supplies. 

I^n.  James  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Report. 

Adj’t.  and  Inspector  General’s  Ofik^e. . 

Washikoto-m*  Oct.  26Ui,  1814. 

Sir — In  conforinky  to  your  order  and  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  24th  inst.  calling  for  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  destmetion  of  official 
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books  and  papers  l)y  tlie  eneinj,  on  the  24th  of 
August  last ;  I  have  the  honour  to  itiform  you, 
that  the  papers  which  belonged  to  this  office, 
and  which  were  destroyed  by  the  conflagration 
of  the  enemy,  were  files  of  our  muster  rolls, 
inspection,  garrison,  monthly,  and  recruiting 
returns,  up  to  the  year  1813,  inclusive.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  several  copies  ot‘  Stoddard’s  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  a  few  copies  of  a  system  of  dram 
beating  for  the  use. of  the  army  which  bad  not 
been  distributed,  were  also  lost.  The  whole 
loss,  however,  is  of  no  material  consequence.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL,  Asst.  lusp.  Gen. 

WThe  Hon.  James  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  War. 

- .  i  Ordnance  Office, 

Washington,  Oct.  17th,  1814. 

Sir — fn  obedience  to  a  request  from  your  de¬ 
partment,  I  have  the  himoiir  to  state,  that  in 
the  late  invasion  and  conflagration  of  the  ene¬ 
my  In  this  city,  no  valuable  books  or  papers  at¬ 
tached  or  belonging  to  this  office,  sustained  any 
loss  or  injury.  A  few  printed  l)ooks,  of  consi¬ 
derable  value,  and  some.  loose  papers  of  no  in¬ 
trinsic  im(>ortance,  with  a  small  quantity  of  fiir- 
niture,  stationary,  formed  the  only  articles 

which  were  destroyed.  Very  respectfully,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vant,  JNO.  MORTON, 

l)y.  Commissary. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  loss  of 
books,  papers,  &c.  occasioned  by  the  incur¬ 
sion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August, 
1814  ;  tuade  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the 
House. 

November  17,  1814.  Read  and  ordered  to  lie 
'  on  the  table. 

The  acting  secretary  .of  state,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  house.pf  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  24tb  ult.  requesting  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  several  de¬ 
partments  to  aflord,  in  relation  to  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  official  books  and  papers  in  their  de¬ 
partment,  respectively,  in  consequence  of  the 
enemy  in  the  month  of  August,  1814,  has  the 
honour  to  report ; 

That  it  became  apparent  from  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  after  his  debarkation  at  Bene¬ 
dict,  that  his  destination  was  the  seat  of  gov- 
eVnoaent,  every  exertion  was  made,  and  every 
means  employed,  for  the  removal  ot  the  book*; 
and  papers  of  ibis  office,  to  a  place  of  safety ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  extreme  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  means  of  conveyance.  H  is  believ¬ 
ed,  that  every  paper  and  manuscript,  book  of 
the  office,  of  any  importance,  including  those 
of  the  old  government,  and  all  in  relation  to  ac¬ 
counts,  were  placed  in  a  state  of  security.  That 
it  was  not  found  practicable,  however,  to  pre¬ 
serve  in  like  manner,  the  volumes  of  laws  re- 
‘served  by  Congress  for  future  disposition ;  many 


of  the  books  belonging  to  the  library  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  as  well  as  some  letters  on  file  of  mi¬ 
nor  importance  from  individuals  on  business' 
mostly  disposed  of,  which  were  unavoidably 
left,  and  shared  the  fate,  it  is  presumed,  of  the 
building  in  which  they  were  deposited. 

ill  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

.  JAMES  MONROE. 
Department  of  State,  Nov.  14,  1814. 

BRITISH  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BAT¬ 
TLE  OF  BALTIMORE. 

On  board  his  Majesty’s  ship  Tonnant,  , 
Chesapeake,  Sept.  17,  1814. 

My  Lord,. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord¬ 
ship,  that  the  dlviaion  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Ross  elfected 
a  disemhai’katiori  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
12th  of  SepUuniier,  near  North  Point,  on 
the  left  point  of  the  Patapsco  River,  distant 
from  Baltimore  about  thirteen  miles,  with 
the  view  of  flushing  a  reconnoissance,  in 
co-ofieratiori  with  the  naval  forces,  to  that 
town;  and  acting  thereon  as  the  enemy’s 
strength  and  positions  might  bo  found  to 
dictate. 

The  afiproach  on  this  side  to  Baltunore 
lays  through  a  small  peninsula  formed  by 
the  Patapsco  and  Back  Rivers,  and  geno- 
rally  from  two  to  three  miles  broad,  while 
it  narrows  in  some  places  to  less  than  half 
a  mile. 

Three  miles  from  North  Point  the  enemy 
had  intrenched  liimself  quite  across  this 
neck  of  land,  towards  which  (the  disem¬ 
barkation  having  been  completed  at  an 
early  hour)  the  troops  advanced. 

The  enemy  was  actively  employed  in  the 
completion  of  this  work,  deepening  the 
ditch,  and  strengthening  its  front  by  a  low 
Hhbaiisv  both  wliich,  however,  he  precipi¬ 
tately  abandoned  on  the  approach  of  our 
skirmishers,  leaving  in  our  hands  some  few 
dragoons,  being  part  of  his  rear  guard. 

About  two  miles  beyond .  this  post  our 
advance  became  engaged  ;  the  country  was 
here  closely  wooded,  and  the  enemy’s  rifle¬ 
men  were  enabled  to  conceal  themselves. 
At  this  moment  the  gallant  General  Ross 
received  a  wound  in  his  breast,  which  pro¬ 
ved  mortal.  He  only  survived  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  young  and  unprovided  family  to 
the  protection  of  his  king  and  country. 

Thus  fell  at  an  early  age  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  of  his  profession  ;  one 
who,  whether  at  the  head  of  a  regiment,  a 
brigade,  or  corps,  had  alike  displayed  ,the 
talents  of  command ;  who  was  not  less 
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loved  in  his  private,  than  enthusiastically 
admired  in  his  public  character ;  and  whose 
only  fault,  if  it  may  be  deemed  so,  was  an 
excess  of  gallantry,  enterprise,  and  devotion 
to  the  service. 

If  ever  it  were  permitted  to  a  soldier  to 
lament  those  who  fall  in  battle,  we  may  in- 
dee<l  in  this  instance  claim  that  melancholy 
privilege. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  honour  of  addressing 
your  Lordship,  and  the  command  of  this 
army  have  devolved  upon  me;  duties  which, 
under  any  other  circumstances,  might  have 
been  embraced  as  the  most  enviable  gifts  of 
fortune ;  and  here  I  venture  to  solicit  through 
your  Lonlship,  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent's  consideration  to  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  my  succeeding,  during  opera¬ 
tions  of  so  much  moment,  to  an  officer  of 
such  high  and  established  merit. 

Our  advance  continuing  to  press  forward, 
the  enemy’s  light  troops  were  pushed  to 
within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where  a 
corps  of  about  six  thousand  men,  six  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  some  hundred  cavalry  were 
discovered  posted  under  cover  of  a  w’ood, 
drawn  up  in  a  very  dense  order  and  lining 
a  strong  paling,  which  crossed  the  main  road 
nearly  at  right  angles.  The  creeks  and 
inlets  of  the  Patapsco  and  Back  Rivers, 
which  approach  each  other  at  this  |>oint, 
will  in  some  measure  account  for  the  con- 
fracteil  mitnre  of  the  enemy’s  f>osition. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  necessary  dis¬ 
positions  for  a  general  attack.  The  light 
brigade,  under  the  command  of  Major  Jones, 
of  the  4th,  consisting  of  the  85th  light  in- 
fautry,  under  Major  Giihhins,  and  the  light 
companies  of  the  army  under  Mj\jor  Pringle, 
of  the  21st,  covered  the  whole  of  the  front, 
driving  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  with 
great  loss  on  his  main  body.  The  4th  re- 
glrhent,  umler  Major  Paunce,  by  a  detour 
through  some  hollow  ways,  gained,  unper- 
Cfived,  a  lodgment  close  upon  the  enemy’s 
left.  The  remainder  of  the  right  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mullins,  consisting  of  the  44th  re¬ 
giment,  under  Major  Johnson,  the  marines 
of  the  fleet,  under  Captain  Robyns,  and  a 
detachment  of  seamen,  under  Capt.  Money, 
of  the  Taave,  formed  line  along  the  enemy’s 
front,  while  the  left  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Paterson,  consisting  of  the  21  st  regiment’ 
commanded  by  Major  Whitaker,  the  second 
battalion  of  marines,  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Malcolm,  and  a  detachment  of  marines,  by 
Major  Lewis,  remained  in  columns  on  the 
f^adj  with  or^rs  to  deploy  to  his  left,  and 


press  the  enemy’s  right,  the  moment  the 
ground  became  sufficiently  oi)€n  to  admit  of 
that  movement. 

In  this  ortler,  the  signal  being  given,  the 
whole  of  the  troops  advanced  rapidly  to  the . 
charge.  In  less  than  fifteen  minutes,  the 
enemy’s  force  being  utterly  broken  r.nd  dis¬ 
persed,  fled  in  every  direction  over  the 
country,  leaving  on  the  field  two  pieces  df 
cannon,  with  a  cousiderable  number  of  kill¬ 
ed,  wounded  and  prisonej’s.  ^  ^  " 

The  enemy  lost  in  this  short  but  brilliant 
affiiir  from  five  to  six  hundred  in  killed  and 
wounded ;  while  at  the  most  moilerate  coruh 
putatiou,  he  is  at  least  one  thousauil  hors  de 
combat.  The  5th  regiment  of  mibtia.  in 
particular,  has  been  represented  as  nearly 
annihilated. 

The  day  being  now  far  advanced,  and  the^ 
troops  (as  is  always  the  case  on  the  first 
marcli  after  disembarkation)  much  fatigued, 
we  halted  for  the  night  on  the  grouml  of 
which  the  enemy  had  been  dis|>ossesse(L 
Here  I  received  a  communication  from  Vice^ 
Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Alexander  Co^* 
chrane,  informing  me  that  the  frigate,  bomb 
ships,  and  flotilla  of  the  fleet,  would  on  the 
ensuing  morning  take  their  stations  as  pre¬ 
viously  proposeil. 

At  daybreak  on  the  13lh,  tlie  army  again 
advanced,  and  at  ten  o’clock  i  occupied  a 
favourable  position  eastward  of  Bditimor^ 

I  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from 
whence  I  could  reconnoitre  at  my  leisure 
the  defences  of  that  tow  n. 

Baltimore  is  comfiletely  surrounded  by 
strong  but  detached  hills,  on  which  the  ene¬ 
my  had  constructed  a  chain  of  pallisaded  re¬ 
doubts,  connected  with  a  small  breastwork: 

1  have,  however,  reason  to  think  that  the 
defence  to  tl>e  northward  and  westward  ojf 
the  place  were  in  a  very  unfinished  state. 
Chinkapin  hill,  which  lay  in  front  of  ouf 
position,  completely  commands  the  town; 
this  w  as  the  strongest  part  of  the  line,  and 
here  the  enemy  seemed  mpst  apprehensive 
of  an  attack.  These  works  were  defended, 
according  to  the  best  information  w'hich  we 
could  obtain,  by  about  fifteen  thousand  men, 
with  a  large  train  of  artillery. 

Judging  it  perfectly  feasible,  with  the  d^ 
scription  of  forces  under  my  command,  I 
made  arrangements  for  a  night  attack,  du¬ 
ring  which  the  superiority  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery  would  not  have  been  so  much  felt, 
and  Captain  Macdougall,  the  bearer  of  these 
despatches,  will  have  the  honour  to  point 
out  to  your  lonlship  those  particular  noints 
cf  the  line  wh'ch  1  bod  pro^oeed  to  act  on. 
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During  the  evening,  hoirever,  I  received  a 
c6Rimunication  from  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  naval  forces,  by  which  I  was  informed,  that 
in  ccmsequence  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour 
being  closed  up  by  vessels  sunk  for  that  purpose 
by  the  enemy,  a  naval  co-operation  against  the 
town  and  camp  was  found  impracticable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  keeping  in 
view  your  L^dship’s  instructions,  it  was  agreed 
between  the  viceadmiral  and  myself,  that  the 
capture  of  the  tow^i  would  not  have  been  a  suffi¬ 
cient  equivalent  to  the  loss  which  might  proba* 
bly  be  sustained  in  storming  the  heights. 

Having  formed  this  resolution,  after  compelling 
the  enemy  to  sink  upwards  of  ^0  vessels  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  harbour,  causing  the  citizens  to 
remove  almost  the  whole  of  thhir  property  to 
places  of  more  security  inland  obliging  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  concentrate  all  the  militia  force  of 
surrounding  states,  harassing  the  militia,  and  for¬ 
cing  them  to  collect  fn  in  many  remote  districts, 
causing  the  enemy  to  burn  a  valuable  r<'pe  walk 
with  other  public  buildings,  in  order  to  clear  th^ 
glacis  in  front  of  their  redoubts,  besides  havinir 
beaten  and  routed  them  in  a  general  action,  I  re¬ 
tired  on  the  14th,  three  miles  from  the  position 
which  I  had  occupied,  where  I  halted  during  some 
hours. 

The  tardy  movement  was  partly  caused  by  an 
expectation  that  tlie  enemy  might  possiblv  be  in¬ 
duced  to  move  out  of  the  entrenchments  and  follow 
us  ;  but  he  profited  by  the  lesson  which  he  had 
received  on  the  12th,  and  towards  the  ev^ening  T 
retired  with  the  troops  about  three  miles  and  a  half 
further,  where  I  took  up  ray  ground  for  the  night. 

Having  ascertained,  at  a  late  hour  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1.5th,  that  the  enemy  had  no  disposition 
to  quit  his  entrenchments,  I  moved  down  and  re- 
embarked  the  army  at  North  point,  not  leaving  a 
man  behind,  and  carrying  with  me  about  200  pri¬ 
soners,  being  persons  of  the  best  families  in  the  city, 
and  which  number  might  have  been  very  consider 
sably  increased,  was  not  the  fatigue  of  the  troops 
an  object  principally  to  be  avoided. 

I  have  now  to  remark  to  your  lordship,  that 
nothing  could  surpa.es  the  zeal,  unanimity,  and  ar¬ 
dour  displayed  by  every  de.ecription  of  force, 
whether  naval,  military,  or  marine,  during  the 
whole  of  these  operations. 

{The  encomiums  on  particular  officers  and  corps 
are  omitted  as  uninteresting  to  the  American 
reader.] 

Captain  Macdoiigall,  aid-de-camp  to  the  late 
General  Ross,  (and  who  has  acted  as  assistant  adju¬ 
tant  general,  in  the  absence  of  Major  Dehbing 
through  indisposition,)  is  the'  bearer  of  these  des¬ 
patches,  and  having  been  in  the  confidence  of  Gen. 
Ross,  us  well  as  in  mine,  will  be  found  perfectly 
capable  of  giving  your  lordship  any  further  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  operation  of  this  army 
which  you  may  require  ;  he  is  an  officer  of  great 
merit  and  promise,  and  I  beg  to  recommend  him  to 
your  lordship’s  protection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ARTHUR  BROOK, 

Colonel  Commanding. 

Total  return  of  killed  and  wounded — 1  General 
fitaff,  1  subaltern,  2  sergeants,  35  rank  •  and  file, 
killed  ;  T  captains,  4  subalterns,  11  sergeantf,  229 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 


His  Majesty’s  ship  Tonnant,  CHiesapeake, 

September  17. 

Sir — I  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
that  the  approaching  equinoctial  new  moou  ivn- 
dering  it  unsafe  to  proceed  immediately  out  of 
the  Chesapeake  with  the  combined  expedition, 
to  act  upon  the  plans  which  had  been  concerted 
previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Iphigeiiia ; 
Major  General  Ross  and  myself  resolved  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  intermediate  time  to  advantage,  by 
making  a  demonstration  upon  the  city  or  ivilti- 
more,  which  might  be  converted  into  a  real  at¬ 
tack,  should  circumstances  appear  to  jnsiify  it; 
and  as  our  arrangements  were  soon  made,  1  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  this  river,  and  anchored  off  the  moutli 
of  tlie  Patapsco  on  the  11  th  inst.  where  the  fri¬ 
gates  and  smaller  vessels  entered,  at  a  conve-  , 
nient  distance  for  landing  the  troops. 

At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  the  dis¬ 
embarkation  of  the  army  was  effhetod  without 
opposition,  having  attached  to  it  a  brigade  of 
600  seamen  under  Capt.  Edward  Crofton,  (late 
of  the  Leopard,)  the  second  battalion  of  ma¬ 
rines  ;  the  marines  of  the  squadron,  and  the 
colonial  black  marines.  Rear  Ailmnai  Cock- 
burn  accompanied  the  general,  to  advise  and 
arrange  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for  our 
combined  efforts. 

So  soon  as  the  army  moved  forward  I  hoisted 
my  flai  in  the  Surprise,  and  with  the  remainder 
of  the  frigates,  bombs,  sloops,  and  the  rocket 
ship,  passed  farther  up  the  river,  to  render  what 
co-operation  could  be  found  practicable. 

While  the  bomb  vessels  were  working  up,  in 
order  that  we  might  open  our  fire  upon  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fort  at  daybreak  next  morning,  an  account 
was  brought  to  me,  that  Major  General  Ross, 
when  reconnoitring  the  enemy,  bad  received  a, 
mortal  wound  by  a  musket  ball,  which  closed 
Ins  glorious  career  before  he  could  be  brought 
off  to  the  ship. 

It  is  a  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  this  gal¬ 
lant  and  respected  officer,  to  jiause  in  my  rela¬ 
tion.  while  I  lament  the  loss  that  his  majesty’s 
service  and  the  army,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  brightest  ornaments,  have  sustained  by  his 
death.  The  unanimity,  the  zeal  which  he  mani¬ 
fested  on  every  occasion,  while  I  had  the  honour 
of  serving  with  him,  gave  life  and  ease  to  the 
most  arduous  undertakings.  Too  heedless  of 
his  personal  security  when  in  the  field,  his  de¬ 
votion  to  the  care  and  Imnour  of  his  army  has 
caused  the  termination  of  his  valuable  life.  The 
major  general  has  left  a  wife  and  family,  for 
whom  I  am  confident  bis  grateful  country  will 
provide. 

The  skirmish  which  had  deprived  the  army 
of  its  brave  general  was  a  prelude  to  a  most 
decisive  victory  over  the  flower  of  the  enemy’s 
troops.  Colonel  Brook,  on  whom  the  command 
devolved,  having  pushed  forward  onr  force  to 
within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where  the  ene¬ 
my  about  six  or  seven  thousand,  had  taken  up 
an  advanced  position,  strengthened  by  field 
ieces,  and  where  he  had  disposed  himself,  ap- 
arently  with  the  intention  of  making  a  deter- 
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mined  resistance,  fell  upea  the  encinj  with  such 
an  impetiiositj  that  he  was  obliged  soon  to  give 
way,  and  fly  in  every  direction,  leaving  on  the 
field  of  battle  a  considerable  number  killed  and 
woundetl,  and  two  pieces  ot‘  cannon. 

For  the  partieuiars  of  this  brilliant  affair,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  their  lordships  to  Rear  Adnii* 
ral  Cnckburn^s  despatch,  transmitted  herewith. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning,  the 
bombs  having  taken  their  stations  within 
shell  range,  supported  l)y  the  Surprise,  with 
the  other  frigates  and  sloo^is,  opened  their 
hre  u|)on  the  fort  that  protected  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  harlmur,  and  I  had  now  an  0|)- 
portunity  of  observ  ing  the  strength  and  the 

pcofmrations  of  tke  euerUV. 

The  approach  to  the  "town  on  the  land 
side  w’as  defended  by  commanding  heights, 
ujion  which  was  constructed  a  chain  of  re¬ 
doubts,  connected  by  a  breastwork,  with  a 
ditch  in  front,  an  extensive  train  of  artillery, 
and  a  show  of  force  that  was  reported  to  be 
from  15  to  20,000  men. 

The  entrance  by  sea,  within  which  the 
town  is  retired  nearly  three  miles,’  was  en¬ 
tirely  obscured  by  a  barrier  of  vessels  sunk 
at  the  month  of  the  harljour,  defended  inside 
by  gun-boats,  flaDke^l  on  the  right  by  a 
strong  and  regular  fortification,  and  on  the 
left  by  a  battery  of  several  heavy  guns. 

These  preparations  rendering  it  impracti¬ 
cable  to  afford  any  essential  co-operation  by 
sea,  I  considered  that  an  attack  on  the  ene¬ 
my’s  strong  position  by  the  army  only,  with 
such  disparity  of  force,  though  confident  of 
success,  might  risk  a  greater  loss  than  the 
possession  of  the  tow  n  would  compensate 
for,  while  holding  in  view  the  ulterior  ope¬ 
rations  of  this  force  in  the  contemplation  of 
Ids  Majesty’s  Government ;  and,  therefore, 
as  the  primary  olyect  of  our  movement  had 
been  already  fully  accomplished,  I  commu¬ 
nicated  my  observations  to  Colonel  Brook, 
who  coinciding  with  me  in  opinion,  it  was 
mutually  agreed  that  we  should  withdraw. 

The  following  morning  the  army  began 
leisurely  to  retire;  and  so  salutary  was  the 
effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by  the  defeat 
he  had  experienced,  that  notwithstanding 
every  opportunity  was  offered  for  his  re¬ 
peating  the  conflict,  with  an  infinite  supe¬ 
riority,  our  troops  re-embarked  without  mo¬ 
lestation;  the  ships  of  war  dropped  down  as 
the  army  retired. 

1  he  result  of  this  demonstration  has  been 
tile  defeat  of  the  army  of  the  enemy,  the 
J^truction  by  themselves,  of  a  quantity  of 
shipping,  the  burning  of  an  extensive  rope- 
‘'^alk,  and  other  public  erections,  the  caus¬ 
es  ®f  the*  to  remove  their  property  from 


the  city,  and  aliove  all,  the  collecting  and 
hairassing  of  his  armed  inhabitants  from  tho 
surrounding  country ;  producing  a  total 
stagnation  of  their  commerce,  and  heaving 
upon  them  considerable  expenses, ,  at  the 
same  time  effectually  drawing  off  their  at¬ 
tention  and  support  from  other  important 
quarters. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  the  greatest  grati¬ 
fication  to  me,  the  contiauation  of  that  una¬ 
nimity  existing  between  the  tw^o  services, 
wliicli  1  have  before  noticed  to  their  Lord- 
ships  :  and  I  have  reason  to  assure  them, 
that  the  command  of  the  army  has  fallen 
upon  a  most  zealous  and  able  officer  in  Col. 
Brook,  who  has  followed  up  the  system  of 
cordiality  that  had  been  so  beneficially 
adopted  by  bis  much  lamented  chief. 

Rear  Admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  I  had 
confided  that  part  of  the  naval  service  w  hich 
was  connected  with  the  army,  evinced  his 
usual  zeal  and  ability,  and  executed  his  im¬ 
portant  trust  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Hear  Ad.  Malcolm,  who  regulated  tlie 
collection,  debarkation,  and  re-embarkation 
of  the  troops,  and  the  supplies  they  required, 
has  merited  my  best  thanks  for  his  indefati¬ 
gable  exertions;  and  I  have  to  express  my 
acknowledgments  for  the  counsel  and  as¬ 
sistance  which,  in  all  our  operations,  I  have 
received  from  Rear  Admiral  Codrington, 
the  Captain  of  the  fleet. 

The  captains  of  the  squadron  who  were 
employed  in  the  various  duties  afloat,  were 
all  emulous  to  promote  the  service  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  and,  with  the  oflicere 
acting  under  them,  are  entitled  to  my  fullest 
approbation. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships  to  the  Report  Rear  Admiral 
Cockburn  has  made  of  the  meritorious  and 
gallant  conduct  of  the  naval  brigade;  as 
well  as  the  accompanying  letter  from  col. 
Brook,  expressing  his  obligations  to  capL 
Edward  Crofton,  who  con^manded,  and  cap¬ 
tains  T.  B.  Sullivan,  Rowland,  Money, 
and  Robert  Ramsay,  who  had  charge  of 
divisions ;  and  I  have  to  recommend  these 
officers,  together  with  those  who  are  parti^ 
cularly  noticed  by  the  Rear  Admiral,  to 
their  liordships  favourable  consideration. 

Captain  Rohyns,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  who  ^ 
commanded  the  marines  of  the  squadron  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  and  in  the  operations  against  Washington, 
being  severely  wounded,  I  beg  leave  to  bring  him 
to  their  lordships  recollection,  as  having  been  fre¬ 
quently  noticed  for  his  gallant  conduct  during  the 
services  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  to  recommend  lihn 
with  Lieut.  Sampson  Marshal,  of  the  Diadem, 
is  dangerously  wounded,  to  their  lordships 
and  protectien. 
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First  Lieut.  John  Lawi’cnce,  of  the  Royal  Ma¬ 
rine  Artillery,  who  commanded  the  rocket  brigade, 
ha.s  again  rendered  essential  service,  and  is  highly 
ipoken  of  by  Col.  Rrooke. 

Captain  Edwai*d  Crofton  who  will  have  Uie 
honour  of  delivering  this  despatch,  is  competent  to 
explain  any  particulars ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  rec(»m- 
metid  him  to  their  lordships’  protection,  as  a  most 
zealous  and  intelligent  officer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Szc. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 
Viceaduiiral  and  commander  in  chief. 

To  John  Wilson  Croker,  Sec, 


British  Account  of  the 

CAPITULATION  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

His  M^esty’s  Ship  Tonnant.  > 
Chesapeake,  Sept.  12,  1814.  I 
Sir — III  my  desi»atch  of  the  2d  inst.  ^e- 
€X>unting  the  success  ofourexpedition  against 
Washington,  i  acquainted  yon,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  my  lords  commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  the  winds  had  been  u  nfavou- 
rahle  for  the  return  of  the  ships  which  were 
detached  up  the  Potomac,  under  captain  J. 
A.  Gortion,  of  the  Seahorse,  to  co-operate 
against  the  capital ;  hut  that  I  had  heard  of 
their  having  accomplished  the  destruction 
of  Fort  Washington.  1  have  now  the  honour 
not  only  to  confirm  this  report,  hut  to  trans¬ 
mit  for  their  lordships’  information,  a  copy 
of  Captain  Gordon’s  detail  of  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  in  wiiich  his  further  success  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  ray  most  sanguine  expectations: 
having  forced  the  ])opulous  cily  of  Alexan¬ 
dria  to  capitulate,  and  having  brought  down 
the  river  in  triumjih,  through  a  series  of  ob¬ 
stacles  and  determined  ojiposition,  a  fleet 
of  tw’enty-oneofthe  enemy’s  vessels.  The  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  presented  themselves  to 
these  ships  in  ascending  the  river,  impeded 
by  shoals  and  contrary  winds,  and  the  in¬ 
creased  obstacles  w  hich  the  enemy  had  pre¬ 
pared  against  their  return,  w  ith  a  confident 
hope  of  obstructing  tbeir  descent,  were  on¬ 
ly  to  be  overcome  by  the  most  indefatiga¬ 
ble  exertions. 

.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  and 
gallantry  displayed  by  every  one  employed 
upon  this  service,  which  deserve  my  warm¬ 
est  applause,  w  ill  be  further  honoured  by  the 
approbation  of  their  lordships. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &:c. 

ALEX.  COCHRANE, 

Viceadmiral,  Commander  in  Chief. 

VMM  # 

Seahorse,  Chesapeake,  Sept.  9,  1814. 
Sir. — In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  into  the  River  Potomac,  with  the 


ships  named  in  tlie  mai^iii^,  on  the  17tli  of 
last  month ;  but  from  being  without  pilots  to 
assist  us  through  the  difficult  part  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  culled  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  and  from 
contrary  wrinds,  we  were  unable  to  reach 
Fort  Washington  until  the  evening  of  the 
27th — nor  was  this  effected  but  by  the  se¬ 
verest  labour. — I  believe  each  of  the  ships 
was  not  less  than  twenty  dilferent  times  a- 
ground,  and  each  time  we  were  obliged  to 
haul  off  by  main  strength  ;  and  we  were  em¬ 
ployed  warping  for  five  whole  successive 
days,  with  the  exception  of  a  few’  hours,  a 
distance  of  more  than  fiftv  miles. 

The  bomb-ships  were  plaoeH  ou  the  evening 
of  the  27th,  and  immediately  l)egan  the  liomb- 
ardment.of  the  fort,  it  being  my  intention  to  at¬ 
tack  it  with  the  frigates  at  daylight  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning.  On  the  bursting  of  the  first  shell, 
the  garrison  were  observed  to  retreat ;  but  sup¬ 
posing  some  concealed  design,  I  directed  the 
fire  to  be  continued.  At  eight  o’clock,  howev¬ 
er,  my  doubts  were  removed  by  the  explosion  of 
the  powder  magazine,  which  destroyed  the  inner 
buildings,  and  at  daylight  on  the  28th  we  took 
posvsession.  Besides  the  principal  fort,  which 
contained  two  42-poimders,  two  32-pouiKlers, 
and  eight  24-pounders,  there  was  a  battery  on 
the  beach  of  five  18-ponnders,  a  martello  tower, 
with  two  12-ponnders  and  loop  holes  for  mus¬ 
ketry,  and  a  battery  in  the  rear  of  two  12  and 
6  pound  field  pieces.  The  whole  of  these  guns 
were  already  spiked  by  the  enemy,  and  their 
complete  destniclion,  with  their  carriages  also, 
was  effected  by  the  seamen  and  marines  sent  on 
that  service,  in  less  than  two  hours.  The  popu¬ 
lous  city  of  Alexandria  thus  lost  its  only  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  having  buoyed  the  channel,  I  deem¬ 
ed  it  better  to  |)oslpone'  giving  any  answer  to  a 
proposal  made  to  me  for  its  capitulation  until 
the  following  morning,  when  I  was  enabled  to 
place  the  shipping  in  such  a  position  as  wouhl 
ensure  assent  to  the  terms  1  had  decided  to  en- 
Ibr'ce. 

To  this  measure  I  attribute  their  ready  ac- 

?uiescence,  as  it  removed  that  doubt  of  my  de- 
ermination  to  proceed,  which  had  been  raised 
in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  by  oiir  army  hav¬ 
ing  retired  from  Washington  ;  this  part  of  our 
proceedings  will  be  further  explained  by  the  ac¬ 
companying  document. 

Tlie  honourable  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  this 
ship,  was  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  escape  of  any  of  I  he  vessels  comprised 
in  the  capitulation,  and  the  whole  of  those 'which  I 
were  seaworthy,  amounting  to  21  in  number, 
were  fitted  aud  loaded  by  the  31st. 

Captain  Baker,  of  the  Fairy,  bringing  your 
orders  of  the  26th,  having  fought  his  w’ay  up  the 
river  past  a  battery  of  5  guns  and  a  large  mili¬ 
tary  force,  confirmed  the  rumours,  which* bad 

*  Seahorse,  Euryalus,  Devastation,  Ailtna,  Mf- 
I  tcor,  Erebus,  Ann  Maria,  despatch  boat. 
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already  reached  me,  of  strong  measures  having 
keen  taken  to  oppose  our  return  ;  and  I  there¬ 
fore  quitted  Alexandria  without  waiting  to  de¬ 
stroy  those  remaining  stores  which  we  had  not 
the  means  of  bringing  away, 

Contrary  winds  s^in  occasioned  us  the  labo¬ 
rious  task  of  warping  the  ships  down  the  river, 
in  which  a  day’s  delay  took  place,  owing  to  the 
Devastation  grounding.  The  enemy  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  circumstance  to  attempt  her  de¬ 
struction  by  three  fire-vessels,  attended  by  five 
row  boats  ;  but  their  object  was  defeated  by 
the  promptitude  and  gallautry  of  Capt.  Alexan¬ 
der,  who  pushed  off  with  his  own  boats,  and  be¬ 
ing  followed  by  those  of  the  other  ships,  chased 
the  boats  of  the  enemy  up  to  the  town  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  The  cool  and  steady  conduct  of  Mr. 
John  Moore,  midshipman  of  the  Sealiorse,  in 
towing  the  nearest  fire-vessel  on  shore,  whilst 
the  others  rotunved  froi»  the  poirrr  of  dtv- 
ing  mischief  by  the  smaller  lioats  of  the  Devas¬ 
tation,  entitles  him  to  my  highest  commenda¬ 
tion. 

The  Meteor  and  the  Fairy,  assisted  by  tlie  Ann 
Maria,  despatch  boat,  belonging  to  the  Euryaliis, 
with  a  howitzer,  had  greatly  impeded  the  progress 
ef  the  enemy  in  their  works;  notwithstanding 
W'hich,  they  were  enabled  to  increase  tlieir  battery 
to  eleven  guns,  with  a  furnace  for  heating  shot. 
On  the  third,  the  wind  coming  from  the  N.  \V.  the 
Ktna  and  the  Erebus  succeeded  in  getting  down  to 
their  assistance,  and  the  whole  of  ns,  with  tlie 
prices,  were  assembled  there  on  the  4th,  except  the 
Devastation, .which,  in  spite  of  our  utmost  exertion 
in  warping  her,  still  remained  live  miles  higher  up 
the  river.  This  was  the  moment  when  the  enemy 
made  his  greatest  efforts  to  effect  our  destruction. 

The  Erebus  being  judiciously  placeil  by  Captain 
Bartholemew  in  an  admirable  position  for  harass¬ 
ing  the  workmen  employed  in  the  trenches,  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  three  field  pieces,  w  hich  did  her  conside¬ 
rable  damage  before  they  were  beaten  off.  A  nd 
aiKithcr  attempt  being  made  to  destroy  the  Devas¬ 
tation  with  fire  vessels,  I  scut  the  boats  under  Capt. 
Baker  to  her  assistance  ;  nothing  could  exceed  the 
alacrity  with  vvhicli  Captain  Baker  went  on  this 
iervice,  to  which  1  attribute  the  immediate  retreat 
of  the  boats  and  fire  vessels.  His  loss,  however, 
was  considerable,  owing  to  their  having  sought  re 
fuge  under  some  pns  in  a  .narrow  creek  thickly 
wooiled,  from  which  it  was  impossible  for  bun  to 
dislodge  ibma. 

On  the  3th  at.  noon,  tlte  coming 

fair,  and  all  my  arrangemehtSqeing  made, 
tfie  Seahorse ' and  the  Euryahis  anchored 
within  siiort  musket  shot  of  the  batteries, 
while  the  whole  of  the  prizes  passed  be¬ 
twixt  us  and  the  shoal;  the  bombs,  the 
Fairy  and  Erebus,  firing  as  they  passed, 
and  afterwards  anchored  in  a  favourable  ]>osi- 
tion  for  facilitating  by  means  of  their  forc^ 
the  further  removal  ol  the  frigates.  At  3 
P.  M.  having  completely  silenced  the  ene 
my’s  fire,  the  Seahorse  and  Euryalus  cut 
their  cables,  and  the  whole  of  us  proceedetl 
to  the  next  position  taken  up  by  the  troops 


from  fourteen  to  eighteen  guns,  on  a  range 
of  cliffs  of  al)Out  a  mile  extent,  nnder  which 
we  w'ere  of  necessity  obliged  to  pass  very 
close.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  the  attack 
that  evening,  but  the  Erebus  pounding 
within  range,  we  were  necessarily  called 
into  action.  On  this  occasion  the  fire  of  the 
Fairy  had  the  most  decisive  effect,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Erebus,  while  the  bombs 
threw  their  shells  w  ith  excellent  precision^ 
and  the  guns  of  the  batteries  were  thereby 
comfdetely  silenced  by  about  8  o’clock. 

It  daylight  on  the  6th,  I  made  signal  to 
weigh  ;  and  so  satisfied  were  the  whole  of  tho 
parties  opposed  to  us  of  their  oppaskion  being 
ineffectual,  that  they  allowed  us  to  pass  witli- 
out  further  molestation.  1  cannot  close  this 
detail  of  operations,  comprising  a  period  of  28 
days,  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  sin¬ 
gular  exertions  of  those  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  command,  by  ivhich  our  success  was  effected. 
Our  haiiiinocks  were  cfown  only  two  nights  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  time  :  the  many  laborious  dutie*. 
which  we  had  to  perform  were  executed  with 
pride,  and  which  will  ensure,  I  hope,  to  the 
whole  of  the  detachments  your  favourable  esti¬ 
mation  of  their  extraordinary  zeal  aad  abili¬ 
ties. 

To  Captain  IVapier  I  owe  more  obligations 
than  I  have  words  to  express.  The  Euryalo* 
lost  her  bowsprit,  the  head  of  her  ftiremast,  aiid 
the  heads  of  her  all  topmasts,  in  a  tornado  whicii 
she  encountered  on  the  23tb,  just  as  her  saila 
were  clewed  up,  whilst  we  were  passing  the 
Flats  of  Maryland  point,  and  yet,  after  twelve 
hours’  work  on  her  refittal.  she  wa.s.  again  under 
way,  and  advancing  up  the  river.  Captain 
IVapier  speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  of  IJeuten- 
ani  Thomas  Herbert  on  this  as  well  as  on  eve¬ 
ry  other  of  the  many  trying  occasions  which 
called  his  abilities  into  action.  His  ex'erttooi 
were  abo  particularly  conspicuous  in  the  prizes, 
foany  of  which  already  sunk  by  the  enemy, 
were  weighed,  masted,  hove  down,  caulked,  rig¬ 
ged  and  loaded  by  our  little  squadron,  during 
the  three  days  which  we  remained  at  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

It  is  diffieulf  to  distinguish  amongst  the  officer* 
who  luul  a  greater  share  of  duty  than  ot'teu 

tlfh  lot  of  ahy,  afid  which  each  perforined 
with  the  greatest  credit  to  his  professional  cha¬ 
racter-  I  cannot  omit  to  recommend  to  your 
notice  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Captains  Alex¬ 
ander  Bartholemew,  Baker  and  Keiiah,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  led  us  through  many  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  navigation  ;  and  particularly  to 
Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Meteor,  tvbo,  besides 
undergoing  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  employed 
the  night  in  coming  the  distance  of  ten  miles  to 
communicate  and  consult  with  me  upon  our  fur¬ 
ther  operations  preparatory  to  our  passing  the 
batteries.  _  :  . 

So  universally  good  was  the  conduct  of  all  the 
[^officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  detac  h • 
ment,  I  cannot  particularise  with  justice  to 


—u  1,.  Li.  .  - *  ’  iiicin.,  I  caiiiiui  uai  iicuioi  wiiii  jusio 

r  they  hud  two  batteries,  mountiDg  them;  hnt  I  ewe  it  te  the  long  tried  experieri  >> 
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of  Mr.  Henry  King,*  1st  lieutenant  of  the  Sea¬ 
horse,  to  point  out  to  you,  that  such  was  his 
eagerness  to  take  the  part  to  which  his  abilities 
would  have- directed  liinn  on  this  occasion,  that 
be  even  came  ont  of  hie  sick  bed,  to  command 
at  his  qnarters,  whilst  the  ship  was  pas«^ing  the 
batteries  ;  nor  can  I  ever  forget  how  inaterially 
tJie  service  is  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  Lou  bain,  tJie 
master,  for  both  fmding  and  buoying  the  chaii- 
fiel  of  a  navigation,  which  no  ship  of  a  similar 
draft  of  water  had  ever  before  passed  with 
their  guns  and  stores  on  board,  and  which,  ac- 
•ordiug  to  a  report  of  a  seaman  now  in  the  ship, 
was  not  accomplished  by  the  President  Aineri- 
•an  frigate,'  even  after  taking  her  guns  out,  un¬ 
der  a  ^>eriod  of  42  days. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
also  of'  the  vessels  captured. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  A.  GORDON,  Captain. 
•Tb  Sir  A.  Cochrane ^  commander  in  chiefs  ^c. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  his 
Majesty’s  ships,  enaployed  in  the  Potomac  Ri¬ 
ver,  between  Sept.  1  and  5,  1814. 

Total — 7  killed  :  35  wounded. 

(Signed)  JAMES  A.  GORDON,  Captain. 

[Here  follow  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Alexandria,  and  the  list  of  vessels  cap¬ 
tured  at  that  place,  before  published.]* 

The  new  b.\nk.»— -There  is  something 
ludicrous,  as  well  as  awful  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Congress.  In  regard  to  the  new 
projected  bank,  especially,  there  is  mani- 
tbsted  such  an  entire  ignorance  of  finance 
as  well  as  the  first  principles  of  banking, 
that  to  hope  any  useful  results  from  their 
deliberations  is  utter  folly.  In  the  best  of 
times  a  bank  established  either  upon  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Dallas,  or  Mr.  Calhoun,  would  be 
any  thing  but  a  hank.  It  would  be  a  mere 
loan  office.  But  at  such  a  time  as  this,  of  go> 
vemmental  and  general  individual  bankrupt- 
•y,  every  project  we  have  seen  is  ridiculous 
and  contemptible.  And  how,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  should  it  be  otherwise  ?  They  talk 
of  a  hank^  indeetl ;  but  is  it  their  object  to 
•stablish  a  bank  ?  far  otherwise.  '^Pheir  real 
object,  purpose  and  desire  is,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  government  ;  and  if  they  can  make 
a  hank,  which  shall  be  able  to  do  that,  then 
they  are  willing  to  make  a  bank,  and  not 
otherwise.  -  Accordingly,  the  inquiry  is 
not  concerning  the  principles  which  enter 
into  the  construction  of  a  good  hank,  but 
their  utmost  anxieties  are  directed  to  the 
extrication  of  the  administration  from  its 

*  The  first  two  guns  pointed  by  Li«ut.  King, 
disabled  eaeb  a  gun  of  the,«neEiy. 


embarrassments ;  and  how  to  contrive,  not 
a  bank  with  the  due  and  legitimate  means 
fo  make  it  a  good  one,  but  how  to  make  a 
bank  that  shall  be  nothing  more  nor  less 
lhan  a  loan  oHice  to  lend  the  administration 
I  money,  has  bewildered  them  as  much  as 
have  been  all  the  searchers  after  the  perpe¬ 
tual  motion.  That  has  many  times  l>een 
almost  discovered,  never  quite ;  and  the 
reason  why  is,  that  it  is  im{K>ssible  to  dis¬ 
cover  it,  quite.  Now  the  true  cause  of  all 
the  shifting,  and  shulhing  and  twisting  iu 
Ihe  house  of  representatives  is,  that  they 
are  endeavouring  to  do  what  cannot  be 
done. 

They  incline  now  to  this  expedient,  now 
to  that;  sometimes,  like  the  perpetual-mo- 
tion-incn,  ineieuioiisly  Rnt  unfor¬ 

tunately,  the  thing  cannot  be  done  !  And 
so  they  will  all  be  obliged  to  confess  in  the 
end.  A  bank,  and  especially  a  national 
bank,  is  a  powerful  fiscal  engine.  Let  such 
a  bank  therefore  be  established. 

Let  the  Congress  employ  their  ingenuity 
to  make  it,  without  any  reference  whatever 
to  any  other  8ul>ject,  such  a  bank,  as,  for 
banking  purposes  it  ought  to  be,  and  in  due 
time  it  will  aid  the  finances  powerfully. 
But  let  it  not  be  requireil  to  do  that,  l)efore 
it  becomes  its  interest  to  do  it;  and  (hen 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  world  in 
making  not  only  a  good  bank,  but  in  get¬ 
ting  it  into  immediate  oneration. 

In  the  mean  time  let  government  make 
such  provisions  and  phthes  of  ample  revenue 
for  their  treasury  notes,  as  the  public  re¬ 
sources  will  readily  furnish,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  restoring  the  public  credit.  In 
one  word,  a  little  common  sense  and  a  strong 
and  determined  honesty  are  worth  all  the 
projects  with  which  the  public  is  pestered 
from  day  to  day. 

MR:  JEFFERSON’S  LIBR  ART . 

Frederick-Town^  Nov.  12. 

By  the  last  Intelligencer  we  learn  that 
the  resolution  which  had  passed  both  houses 
for  the  purchase  of  this  Library  has  been 
approved  by  the  President  and  become  a 
law.  Thus  in  these  times  of  difficulty  and 
distress  is  30  or  40,000  dollars  lavished  on 
a  favourite.  And  those  very  men  who  are 
so  liberal  to  their  particular  friends,  only 
last  week  refused  to  make  any  provision  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  militia-men  who* 
may  be  killed  in  fighting  thek  battles. 
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REPORT 

Fj^oin  ihe  Navy  Department. 

Navy  Department,  Nov.  15, 1814. 

JJiR— .111  obeilience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate, 
passed  on  the  18lh  of  March  last,  directing  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  the  navy  to  devise  and  digest  a  systcra 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  department  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  1  have  now  the 
honour  to  report  the  following  system,  with  such 
prefatory  observations  as  appear  to  me  pertinent  to 
the  occasion. 

It  has  betni  afhrmed,  and  cannot  be  denied,  that 
imperfections  exist  in  the  civil  ad  mi  nist  ration  of 
the  naval  establi<jhment ;  hence  it  has  l»een  inferred 
tliat  a  radical  change  of  system  can  alone  remedy 
the  evils. 

Legislative  wi.«dom  will  readily  discriminate  be¬ 
tween  the  conctituent  principles  upon  which  the 
present  establishment  is  predicated,  and  has  thus  far 
prospered,  and  tlie  defects  which  result  from  the 
absence  of  an  intelligent,  practical  auxiliary  agen¬ 
cy,  qualifieil  to  digest,  arrange,  and  enforce  a  prouer 
fiy.*-tein  of  detailed  regulation^,  calculated  to  instire 
the  judiciojis  and  faithful  application-of  public  mo¬ 
neys  ;  a  strii.t  accountability  in  the  CTtpeuditure  of 
supplies;  and  a  rigid  e.xecution  of  the  duties  en¬ 
joined  on  all  the  officers  and  agents  connected  with 
the  establishment. 

Profusion,  waste  and  abuse,  are  the  inherent  off¬ 
spring  of  all  exten.sive  public  institutions  ;  and  if 
wo  occasional ly  perceive  these  evils,  in  some  de¬ 
gree,  in  the  naval  estahlishnieut  of  the  t^.  *^tates, 
we  are  not  thence  to  infer  their  absence  from  simi¬ 
lar  establishments  in  otlier  c otmtries,  where  naval 
science  and  experience  may  be  presinijefl  to  have 
provide<l  greater  safeguards,  and  more  numerous, 
skilful,  and  vigilant  agencirs. 

Ihit  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate 
to  the  cud,  becr»mo  nugatorv,  or  wor^e,  unless  the 
authority  a«id  the  means  are  coextensive,  and  com¬ 
petent  to  enforce  the  execution,  or  punish  the  vio¬ 
lation  th'^reof.  'Fliis  may  account  for  the  non-ex- 
isteiice  of  iniuiy  wholesome  regulations  in  tbecivi' 
administration  of  the  navy  of  the  ITnited  ''tates  ; 
and  for  the  imperfect  execution  of  those  which  ex- 
i.st.  Preaches  of  the  latter  too  frequently  escape 
w  ith  impunity,  from  the  impossibilitv  of  the  head 
of  the  department  taking  cognizance  of  all  the 
multifarious  concerns  of  the  establishment.  It  is 
prt)b!etnat)cal,  however,  w'hether  the  excess  mav 
not  be  more  in  jurious  than  the  deficiency  of  regula¬ 
tion  ;  in  the  former  case,  resnonsibility  mav  be 
lost  in  the  maze  and  mass  of  tietail  and  multiplier! 
agency,  whilst,  in  the  latter,  general  instruction, 
and  sr»un<l  discretion,  not  nnfrequently  insure 
greater  success  and  responsibility. 

That  the  duties  enjoined,  or  which  necessarily 
devolv’^e  upon  the  secretary  of  the  navv,  narticnlar- 
ly  during  a  periorl  of  active  and  diversified  hostili¬ 
ty  are  beyond  tlie  powers  of  anv  individual  to  dis¬ 
charge  to  the  best  advantage,  cannot  be  doubted 
although  by  great  labour  and  assiduity,  with  ade¬ 
quate  professional  qualifications,  he  may  poesihiv 
execute  the  genera!  and  most  essential  branches  of 
duty  with  jlolerable  success. 

In  the  progress  of  refonn,  whilst  we  nav  due  re- 
•pect  to  that  system,  the  establishment  of  which  has 
attained  the  greatest  celebrity,  more,  it  is  believed, 
from  its  magnitude  und  power,  tlian  from  the  ex- 
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collence  of  its  civil  administration,  ought  not  to 
lose  sight  of  its  palpable  and  acknowledged  defects, 
nor  of  those  features  in  oor  own  system,  to  which^ 
ip  no  trivial  degree,  the  exalted  reputation  of  our 
infant  navy  may  be  attributed. 

That  our  navy  is  not  excelled  in  any  thing  which 
constitutes  efficiency.,  perfect  equipment,  and  gene¬ 
ral  good  qualities,  it  is  believed,  will  be  ailrnitted. 
That  our  seamen  are  better  paid,  fed,  and  accom- 
mcMlateil,  is  no  less  true.  That  all  the  imported, 
and  many  of  the  d<uTiestic  articles  of  equipment,  and 
of  consumption  in  the  service,  are  exceedingly  en¬ 
hanced  ;  that  the  wages  of  mechanical  labour  is 
more  tlian  double  that  which  is  paid  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  that  (liir  expenditure  is  greatly  increased  by 
the  interruption  to  navigable  transportation,  and 
the  great  extent  of  the  local  service^  is  equally  ob¬ 
vious.  Yet,  under  all  these  circumstances,  it  ia 
demonstrable,  that  upon  a  comparison  of  an  equal 
quantity  of  tonnage  and  numljer  of  guns  and  men, 
or  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  alone,  our 
naval  expenditure  is  considerably  less  than  that  for 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  “  one  humired 
and  forty  five  thousand  men  are  employed,  at  the 
of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds 
sterling,  annually.’’ 

The  local  circumstance  is,  from  its  scattered, 
irregular,  and  irresponsible  nature,  much  more 
expensive  and  wasteful  than  that  of  the  regniar 
navy  ;  tlie  more  f>erlV»ct  organization  of  wulcif, 
and  responsibility  of  command,  insure  a  more 
faithful  superintendance  and  accountability. 
Kence  the  current  expenditure  of  the  service 
would  be  an  extravagant  criterion  by  which  to 
estimate  that  of  a  regular  estabJishmehl,  under 
a  judicious  system.  The  force  employed  ia 
local  service,  is  extended  throughout  a  line  of 
stations  from  I  Louisiana  to  Maine,  and  from 
Champlain  to  llurm,  consenuentlv  it  is  weak, 
and  readily  to  be  peneti-ated,  at  almost  any  point 
on  our  maritime  frontier,  by  the  eoncent  ation 
of  a  small  hostile  force;  and  it  is  extensiye  in 
projKirtion  to  its  difliision.  Independent  of  the 
deleterioiiv  nature  of  this  service  upon  the 
health  and  habits  of  those  ciiiptoved  in  it,  we 
are,  from  the  present  nei^e'Sity  of  this  system, 
deprived  of  the  services  of  a  body  of  officers 
and  seamen,  sufficient  to  man  thirteen  ships  of 
the  line,  such  as  the  Independence,  Washington, 
and  Franklin  seventy-fours. 

When  we  contemplate  the  effect  which  such 
a  force  would  have,  when  acting  in  conjunction 
upon  onr  own  coast  and  waters,  or  in  squadron, 
pursuing  the  commercial  ts  of  tneenemv  on 
the  ocean,  ^  or  in  the  harbours  of  his  cohnies,  it 
is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  our 
watere  would  be  freed  from  invasion  ;  our  coast 
from  blockaile  ;  his  military  and  naval  resources 
intercepted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  paralyze  his 
efforts  on  this  continent;  supersede  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  va«t  military  establishment,  coexten¬ 
sive  with  our  maritime,’ Canadian,  and  Indian 
frontiers ;  and  onr  citizens  from  thus#*  harass¬ 
ing,  irregular,  and  inconvenient  calb  of  militia, 
which  the  predatory  enteri)ri«es  of  the  enemy 
so  frequently  produce.  In  '•hort.  according  to 
my  conceptions,  this  cheap  and  efficient  national 
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<1efenre  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  circiiin- 
stances  will  admit,  and  cherished  by  a  well  di¬ 
gested,  energetic,  and  libei*al  system,  steadily 
progressing  with  the  population,  conmierce,  and 
resources  of  the  nation. 

The  nature,  construction  and  equipment  of 
the  ships,  which  constitute  a  navy,  form  the 
basis  of  its  efficiency,  durability  and  economy, 
and  the  most  important  branch  in  the  civil  ad¬ 
ministration  of  its  affairs.  With  a  view  to  re¬ 
form  an  extension  of  the  naval  establishment  of 
the  United  States,  these  objects  ought  to  com¬ 
mand  the  first  place  in  oiir  attention,  combined 
with  such  an  organization  of  the  civil  depart¬ 
ment  as  shall  promise  the  best  results. 

The  defects  in  this  part  of  the  British  sys¬ 
tem  have  been  the  theme  of  criticism  and  re¬ 
prehension  for  many  years  past.  The  most 
minute,  laborious  ami  able  investigation  ha.s 
from  time  to  time,  taken  place,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  and  scrutiny  of  the  parliament,  yet  no¬ 
thing  approximating  to  radical  amendment  has 
been  adopted  ;  and  tho  advocates  of  reform, 
cither  from  the  subtle  ramifications  of  the  evil, 
or  the  agency  of  some  sinister  influenre,  appear 
to  despair  of  success. 

According  to  the  most  intelligent  writers, 
supported  by  well  established  facts,  the  dete¬ 
rioration  of  the  British  navy,  owing  to  the  inju¬ 
dicious  selection  and  combination  ol  incongru¬ 
ous  materials  in  the  construction,  and  the  abor¬ 
tive  method  of  preserving,  is  very  alarming ; 
and  the  diversity  in  the  form,  dimensions  and 
proportion,  not  only  of  the  several  rates,  hut  of 
the  numerous  distinct  classes  of  the  same  rate, 
as  well  in  their  hulls  as  in  their  masts,  sails  and 
equipments,  and  in  a  still  greater  degree  in  their 
qualities  for  combined  action,  demonstrates  the 
prevalence  of  caprice  and  prejudice,  instead  of 
science  and  system.'  “  When  Ixird  Nelson  was 
off  Cadiz,  with  seventeen  or  eighteen  sail  of  the 
line,  he  had  no  less  than  sev€?i  different  classes 
of  seventy-four  gun  ships,  each  requiring  differ¬ 
ent  masts,  sails,  yards,  &c.  so  that  if  one  ship 
was  disabled,  the  others  could  not  supply  her 
with  appropriate  stores.” 

The  consequences  resulting  from  this  defec¬ 
tive  organization  and  want  of  system  are  strong¬ 
ly  illustrated  in  the  fact,  related  by  a  recent 
professional  writer  of  rank  and  talents,  that 
“  out  of  five  hundred  and  thi  rtf -eight  ships,  &c. 
in  the  British  navy,  now  at  sea,  there  are  only 
sikfy^nine  which  are,  in  reality,  superior  on  the 
discharge  of  metal  or  force  of  blows,  but  infe¬ 
rior  in  sailing  to  some  of  the  American  frigates  ; 
and  that  tliere  are  but  eighteen,  which,  uuless 
in  smooth  water,  are  equal  to  contend  with  the 
United  States,  leaving  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  out  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  which 
are  admitted  to  be  incompetent  to  engage,  sin¬ 
gle  handed,  with  an  American  frigate.” 

These  facts  are  encouraging,  and  serve  to 
show,  that  although  the  nnmencal  force  of  the 
enemy,  in  ships  and  men,  appears  to  be  over¬ 
whelming,  yet,  if  the  aggregate  number  of  offi- 
cerSf  seamen  and  marines,  which  the  United 


States  may  even  now  engage  for  the  public  ser¬ 
vice,  was  concentrated  in  eighteen  or  twenty 
ships  of  the  line,  such  as  have  been  recently 
built,  it  would  place  all  the  ships  alluded  to  in 
the  quotation  just  recited,  except  the  eighteen, 
hors  de  combat ;  nor  could  our  enemy  protect 
his  commerce  and  colonies,  and  combine  such  a 
force  as  would  counteract  the  power  and  offen¬ 
sive  enterprise  of  an  American  squadron  so  tru¬ 
ly  tbrmidahle.  With  such  a  force,  it  will  he 
I  perceived,  that  his  host  of  frigates  and  small 
vessels  would  be  struck  out  of  the  account,  or 
added  to  the  list  of  our  navy,  if  they  came  in 
contact. 

These  views,  it  is  true,  are  prospective — 
hut,  with  a  stable,  jmlieions  and  liberal  sys¬ 
tem,  the  result  would  he  realized  at  no  remote 
period. 

Having  noticed  these  exceptions  to  the  ci¬ 
vil  administration  of  the  British  navy,  it  is  hut 
just  to  observe,  that  the  organization  of  the  mili- 
taiy  part  of  their  system  is  much  more  poi- 
fect. 

The  regulations  and  instructions  for  the  service 
at  sea,  adopted  by  order  in  council,  aiul  published 
in  one  quarto  volume  in  1701^,  are  tho^e  which  now 
prevail.  They  are  excellent,  and  alFord  much  mat¬ 
ter  worthy  of  incorporation  into  our  system,  with 
such  mollification  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  ot 
the  service  may  require. 

Of  the  rVencli  naval  system  tlie  dejiartincnt  of 
eonstrnciion  is  universally  admitted  to  he  the  most 
perfect  in  existence,  and  is  well  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion.  The  military  p^.rt  of  the  system,  however, 
is  less  perfect  in  practice,  and  not  so  well  adapted 
to  the  liabits  and  usagesiof  American  seamen  as  tliat 
of  the  British. 

The  character  of  the  navy  of  any  nation  will  be 
determined  by  its  commercial  and  navigating  en¬ 
terprise.  That  of  America  had  surpas.'^ed  eveiy 
other,  until  the  unexampled  prosperity  and  rapid 
extension  of  its  commei-ce  excited  the  envy,  jea¬ 
lousy  and  hostility  of  those  who  could  not  meet  it 
in  fair,  equal  and  friendly  competition.  The  same 
energy,  skill,  vigilance  and  intrepidity  w  hich  dis¬ 
tinguished  the  commercial  navigators  of  the  United 
States,  characterize  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
navy.  The  same  superiority  of  constniction  which 
gave  to  its  commercial  marine  the  celerity  and  se¬ 
curity  for  which  it  is  distinguished,  may  be  seen  in 
the  American  navy,  which  truly  indigenous  and 
distinct  from  every  other.  The  independent  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  nation  is  manifestly  visible  iu  the 
genius  of  its  navy.  The  classes  of  our  ships,  their 
form,  construction,  armament  and  equipment  have 
been  tested  by  experience,  and  found  to  have  beei 
happily  adapted  to  our  circnmstances,  compelling 
the  enemy  either  to  employ  ships  of  the  line  against 
frigates,  or  to  construct  a  new'  class  of  ships.  Their 
efficacy  and  perfection  have  extorted  the  praise  of 
the  enemy.  The  author  before  quoted,  says,  ”  the 
carronades  T  saw  on  board  the  United  States*  brig 
Argus,  were  better  mounted,  and  the  vessel  more 
complete,  than  those  in  the  British  navy,  and  she 
was  uncommonly  well  manoeuvred.** 

Our  ships  are  excellent,  and  all  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  The  classes  are  few,  and  so  uniform  that 
without  inconvenience  the  masts,  spars,  and  equip- 
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HiffHts  of  auy  one  class,  will  ?er\'e  indifferently  for 
any  other  of  the  same  class.  All  the  new  ships  of 
each  rate  are  of  the  same  class,  and  are  absolutely 
.similar  in  all  their  equipments,  and  in  the  dimen¬ 
sions  and  proportions  of  their  hulls,  masts,  spars. 
This  strict  similarity  should  l»e  carefully  pre- 
''r.  ved  upon  every  principle  of  convenience,  econo¬ 
my  and  erticienoy. 

'Fimber,  which  forms  an  ohject  of  much  solicitude 
in  (treat  Britain,  clp.‘jerves  the  particular  attention 
of  the  department,  the  reorganization  of  which  will 
doubtlessly  l>e  made  to  combine  the  nece.'sary  ta¬ 
lents  and  means  to  proviile  for  every  branch  of  the 
service,  by  a  seasonable,  diligent,  and  judicious  col¬ 
lection,  in  secure  and  convenient  depots  of  all  the 
materials  w  hicli  enter  into  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  ships  of  war. 

When  It  is  consiilored  that  one  seventy-four  gnn 
ship  requires  two  thousand  large  oak  trees,  equal  to 
the  ('stimated  produce  of  fifty-.seven  acres,  the  im¬ 
portance  of  securing  f  >r  public  use  all  that  valuable 
species  of  oak,  winch  is  found  only  on  the  southern 
seaboard,  is  sufficiently^  obvious. 

Djck  yards,  fi)U!nh»ries,  smithcries,  and  armo¬ 
ries,  in  safe  and  eligible  situations,  are  indispensa¬ 
ble  ajipendages  of  so  important  and  growing  an  es¬ 
tablishment.  'I'hcse  always  collect  the  best  work¬ 
men,  and  as  private  iulerest  cannot  interfere  with 
the  execution,  the  materials  and  workmanship  are 
better,  and  the  work  is  performed  with  more  certain¬ 
ty  ami  regularity  than  by  contract  with  private  in¬ 
dividuals,  whose  works,  in  some  cases,  may  be  so 
remote  from  the  seat  of  demand  that  the  transpor¬ 
tation  may  cost  more  than  the  article. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  service  which 
appears  to  me  to  merit  the  serious  deliberation 
ol  the  legislature,  with  regard  to  the  cstablish- 
niont  ol  some  regular  system,  by  which  the 
voluntary  enlistments  for  the  navy  may  derive 
occasional  rcinhircement  from  the  services  of 
biose  seamen  who,  pursuing  their  own  private 
t>ce:ipations,  are  exempt,  by  their  itinerant  ha¬ 
bits,  from  public  service  of  any  kind.  In  my 
view  there  would  be  nothing  incompatible  with 
the  Iree  spirit  of  onr  institutions,  or  with  the 
riglits  ol  individuals,  if  registers,  a  particular 
descriptive  record,  were  kept  in  the  several  dis¬ 
tricts,  ol  all  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  IJ. 

*  tales,  and  provision  made  by  law  for  classing 
•md  calling  into  the  public  vService,  in  succession, 
or  reasonable  stated  periods,  such  portions  or 
classes  as  the  public  service  might  require  ;  and 
\  bidividual  so  called  should  be  absent  at 
J"  ^  next  in  succession  should  perforin 

c  tour  ol  duty  of  the  absentee,  who  should, 

serve  his  original  tour 
and  his  suhstitrtte  be  exempt  from  his  succeed- 
ing  regular  tour  of  duty. 

I  ^  fill  j  service,  should  the  ranks  not 

w  hllcd  by  recruits,  the  deficiency  of  regular 
lorce  may  be  made  up  by  drafts  of  militia,  to 
assemble  at  a  given  time  and  place  ;  not  so  in 
the  naval  service,  it  depends  exclusively  upon 
voluntary  enlistments,  upon  which  there  is  no 
reliance  for  any  given  object,  at  any  time  or 
place.  Hence,  the  most  important  expeditions 

utterly  fail,  though  every  possible  exer¬ 
tion  shall  have  been  made  to  carry  them  into 


If  we  examine,  with  due  attention,  the  na¬ 
ture,  extent,  and  importance  of  the  obje  cts  in¬ 
volved  in  the  administration  of  naval  affairs, 
and  contemplate,  in  the  history  ot  ages  pa$(, 
the  unsuccessful,  though  indefatigable  laliours  ot 
legislation,  science,  and  genius,  to  perfect  f  e 
system,  we  may  learn  to  appreciate  w  ith  inore^ 
accuracy,  and  cherish  with  liberality,  the  life  of 
study,  observation,  and  experience,  required  to 
arrive  even  at  moderate  attainments  in  a 
science,  which  though  familiar  in  the  estimation 
of  ail,  is  the  most  complicated,  critical,  and  in¬ 
teresting,  that  has  ever  engaged  the  attention 
or  induenced  the  destinies  of  nations.  My  sole 
object  is  to  invite  the  attention  and  liberality 
of  the  national  councils,  to  the  requisite  talents 
and  qualifications,  for  cherishing  and  rearing  to 
maturity,  the  vigorous  plant,  around  which  are 
entwined  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the 
country. 

All  those  objects  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  revi.'^ion  of  tlie  civil  administra¬ 
tion  of  onr  naval  affairs,  the  executive  branch  of 
w  hich  should  he  conducted  by  persons  of  enlarged 
views,  collectively  combining  all  the  practical 
knowledge  and  professional  intelligence,  which 
these  important,  diversified,  and  comprehensive 
subjects,  obviously  require. 

We  have  a  good  foundation  upon  which  to  raise 
a  durable  superstructure ;  and  concluding  that  that 
system  cannot  be  rmlically  w'rong,  which  has  pro- 
thiced  such  favourable  resrdls,  I  should  be  unwilling 
to  hazard,  by  an  entire  innovation,  the  benefits  we 
liav’e  derived,  and  still  may  derive,  by  retaining  the 
present  organization  of  the  navy  department,  and 
providing,  by  law,  for  an  intelligent,  practical,  and 
elficient  auxiliary  agency,  such  as  experience  has 
suggested. 

With  this  view%  I  have  the  honour  to  submit, 
w  ith  great  deference,  the  following  system  for  the 
organization  of  the  department  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  distinguishing,  for  the  sake  of  per¬ 
spicuity,  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  those  objects  which 
appear  to  require  legislative  provision,  from  those 
for  w'hich  executive  regulation  may  prescribe  W’ith 
more  convenience  and  advantage  ;  the  outline  of 
which  only  is  given,  as  the  groundwork  may  be 
filleil  up  to  greater  benefit,  when  the  collected  ex¬ 
perience  and  talents  which  it  contemplates,  shall 
have  deliberated  upon  the  subject. 

Project  of  a  Bill  far  the  better  organisation  of 
the  navy  departments  laid  hrfore  congress 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Be  it  enacteds  drc.  That  the  office,  duties, 
and  |>owers  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
and  of  the  accountant,  agents,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  department  of  the  navy,  be  and 
remain  as  now  by  law  established;  except 
as  hereinafter  modified,  altered,  or  transfer¬ 
red  to  any  other  office  or  offices,  created  by 
this  act. 

Sect.  2.  That  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  de¬ 
signate  three  officei-s  of  the  navy,  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  ap- 
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point  hvo  other  judicious  persons,  skilled  hi 
naval  alfairs,  to  l»e  inspectors  of  the  navy, 
who  together  shall  constitute  a  board  of  in¬ 
spectors  of  the  navy,  three  members  where¬ 
of  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum ;  and 
the  business  of  the  said  board  shall  be  trans¬ 
acted  in  such  a  central  and  convenient  place 
for  the  superintendance  of  the  affairs  of  the 
navy,  as  the  president  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct;  who  shall  always  have  power  ' 
to  designate  the  presiding  member,  and  to 
appoint  the  secretary  of  the  said  board, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  kee[)  regular  and 
correct  records  of  the  transactions  of  the 
board,  and  to  transmit  attested  copies  of  all 
such  proceedings  to  the  secretary  of  the  na-  • 
vy,  for  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  at  which  any  such  proceedings  shall 
have  taken  place ;  and  the  said  board  shall 
have  power  to  establish  such  rules  and  re¬ 
gulations,  for  its  own  proceedings,  and-^to 
employ  such  number  of  clerks,  and  assist¬ 
ants,  as  w'ell  for  the  transacting  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  board,  as  for  that  of  the  several 
inspectors,  and  to  procure  such  hooks,  maps, 
charts,  plans,  drawings,  models,  and  station¬ 
ary,  as  the  public  interest  may  require,  and 
the  president  of  the  United  States  approve. 

Beet.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  arrange  and  class, 
under  distinct  and  appropriate  heads,  as 
equally  as  may  be,  all  such  duties  and  de¬ 
tails  as  may  be  found  impracticable  for  the 
officers  of  the  department  of  the  navy,  as 
now  organized,  to  execute  with  advantage 
to  the  public,  and,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  pfesident  of  the  United  States,  to  assign 
to  each  inspector  of  the  navy,  the  special  1 
charge  and  execution  of  one  of  the  classes, 
so  arranged  ;  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
which  tiaist,  the  said  inspectors  shall,  seve¬ 
rally,  be  held  responsible,  under  the  instnic- 
tion,  and  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  board 
of  inspectors,  to  which  a  statement  of  *11  the 
transactions  of  each  inspector  shall  he  sub¬ 
mitted  for  revision,  at  each  stated  meeting, 
and  an  abstract  thereof  transmitted  monthly 
to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  w  ith  such  re¬ 
marks  thereon,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may 
require ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  prepare  a  system 
of  general  regulations,  defining  and  prescrib¬ 
ing  the  resnective  powers  and  duties  of  the 
bo^nl  of  inspectors  of  the  navy,  and  of  the 
several  inspectors,  which  rules,  when  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  president  of  the  United 
(It^tes,  shall  be  respected  and  obej^ed  pntil 


altered  or  revoked  by  the  same  authority ; 
and  the  said  general  regulations,  thus  pre¬ 
pared  and  approved,  shall  be  laid  before  con¬ 
gress  at  their  next  session. 

Sect.  4.  That  the  pre^sitlent  of  Ihe  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  alone 
to  appoint  a  person,  skilled  in  the  science 
and  practice  of  naval  architecture,  to  the 
office  of  naval  constructor,  and  also  to  ap¬ 
point  two  assistant  naval  constructors;  and 
it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  to  pre[)are  such  rules  and  regulations 
for  conducting  the  business  of  the  construc¬ 
tor’s  department,  as  shall  appear  necessary 
and  proper,  which,  when  approved  by  Ihe 
president  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  re¬ 
spected  and  obeyed,  until  revoked  by  (he 
same  authority ;  and  the  naval  constructor 
shall  he  allowed  one  clerk  to  assist  in  trans¬ 
acting  the  business  of  his  department. 

Sect.  5.  That  tlie  preshleni  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  lierchy  authorised,  w  ith 
the  consent  and  advice  of  tlie  senate,  to  ap- 
jmint  a  paymaster  of  the  navy,  v.-ho  shall 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  and  before  be  en¬ 
ters  upon  the  duties  of  the  same,  shall  give 
bonds,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in 
such  sums  as  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct,  for  tlie  faithful  discharge 
of  his  said  office,  and  shall  take  an  oath  to 
execute  the  duties  thereof  with  fidelity. 

Sect.  C.  That  all  letters  and  packets  to 
and  from  the  inspectors  and  paymaster  of 
the  navy,  w^hich  relate  to  their  official  du¬ 
ties,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

Sect.  7.  That  each  inspector  of  the  navy 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a 
captain  commanding  a  squadron  on  a  sepa¬ 
rate  service,  and  also  to  the  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  l!eij  of  bouse 
rent,  fuel,  forage.  Arc.  and  the  salary  ^f  the 
naval  constructor  shall  be  twelve  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  each  of  the  assistant 
constructors  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an¬ 
num  ;  the  paymaster  of  the  navy  two  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  per  annum ;  the  secretary  of 
the  board  of  inspectors  two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  annum;  the  secretary  of  the  hoard 
of  inspectors  two  thousand  dollars  per  an¬ 
num;  and  the  clerks  and  assistants  autho¬ 
rised  hj^  this  act  shall  receive  such  reason¬ 
able  compensation  for  their  services,  as  the 
president  of  the  Ignited  States  shall  direct. 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  provifling  by  law  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  naval  academy,  with  suitable 
professors,  for  the  instruction  of  the  officers 
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of  the  navv,  in  those  branches  of  the  ma- 
thematics  and  experinnental  philosophy,  in 
the  science  and  practice  of  gunnery,  theory 
of  naval  architecture  and  art  of  mechanical 
drawing,  which  are  necessary  to  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  naval  officer. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  principles  and 
operations  of  the  proposed  organization  of 
the  navy  department,  the  following  outline 
of  the  powers  and  duties  which  it  is  con¬ 
templated  to  assign  to  the  board  of  inspect¬ 
ors,  and  to  the  several  inspectors  is  respect¬ 
fully  suggested. 

Powers  and  Duties^  of  the  Board. 

The  hoard  should  have  the  general  su- 
perintendance  and  direction  of  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  under  the  instriiction^  from, 
and  powers  delegated  by,  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  authority  over  all 
tlie  officers,  agents,  and  persons,  employed 
under  the  navy  department,  report  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  from  time  to  time, 
all  such  matters  and  things  as  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  promote  the 
efficiency  and  economy  of  the  establish¬ 
ment;  and,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navv,  furnish  all  the  esti- 
mates  of  expenditure,  which  the  several 
branches  may  require,  and  such  other  infor¬ 
mation  and  statements  as  he  may  deem 
iiecessar3\ 

'Fhe  board  shall  have  the  power  of  ma¬ 
king  contracts  and  jiurcbases,  cither  directly 
or  througli  the  navy  agents  whose  power  in 
this  respect,  should  be  limited  to  small 
sums,  and  to  objects,  the  procuring  of  which 
may  not  admit  of  delay  ;  in  all  other  cases, 
the  previous  sanction  either  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  nav}*^,  of  the  board  of  inspectors, 
or  of  some  officer  authorized  by  the  board 
should  be  indispensable. 

The  naval  stations,  within  tfie  United 
States,  should  be  designated  by  convenient 
boundaries ;  and  an  officer  of  rank,  trust 
and  confidence,  should  reside  in  each,  who 
should,  under  the  instructions  of  the  board, 
superintend  and  control  the  affairs  of  the 
navy  within  his  district,  and  report  to  the 
board  from  time  to  time. —  All  requisitions  of 
commanding  officers,  pursers,  and  other 
persons,  upon  the  agents,  should  be  check¬ 
ed,  and  receive  the  sanction  of  the  board, 
or  of  the  resident  officer  authorized  by  the 
board,  before  they  are  complied  with. 

Payments  and  advances  should  be  made, 
as  heretofore,  through  the  navy  agents ; 
(except  those  for  the  pay  of  the  navy  ;)  and 
the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
of  the  board,  or  of  the  officer  authorized  bv 


the  board,  should  precede  all  payment  and 
advances,  excej^t  for  limited  and  urgent 
demands. 

The  board  should  establish  general  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  conduct  of  its  members,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  special  and  important 
trusts  severally  assigned  to  them  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  ;  and  should  digest 
and  report  to  the  department,  distinct  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  following  subjects  : — 

1.  Uniform  regulations,  establishing  the  se¬ 
veral  classes  of  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
navy  of.  the  United  States,  with  tables  of 
the  dimensions,  proportions,  number, 
quantity,  quality,  nature,  and  description, 
of  masts,  spars,  rigging,  anchors,  cables, 
armaments,  and  equipments,  of  all  kind; 
and  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and  descrip* 
tion  of  provisions  and  stores,  of  every 
species,  for  a  given  period  for  each  class. 

2.  Regulations  for  receiving,  preserving, 
issuing,  and  strictly  accounting  for  the 
expenditure  of  materials  and  stores  of  all 
kinds,  and  in  every  department  of  the 
service,  within  the  United  States. 

3.  Regulations  for  surveying  and  authenti¬ 
cating  the  actual  state  and  condition  of 
all  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  navy,  and 
of  all  materials  and  stores,  of  every  spe- 

,  cies,  reported  to  be  decay etl,  damagetl,  or 
defective  ;  and  for  directing  the  repair, 
conversion,  sale,  or  other  disposition  of 
the  same,  as  the  nalnre  of  the  case  may 
require. 

4.  A  more  perfect  system  of  general  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  naval  service,  at  sea,  and 
on  the  lakes. 

5.  General  regulations  for  the  flotilla,  or 
force  employed  in  harbour  ilefence,  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  that  service. 

6.  Uniform  regulations  for  the  navy  yards, 
arsenals,  and  depots  of  stores  and  mate¬ 
rials. 

7.  Regulations  for  the  cruising  sliips  and 
vessels  of  the  navy,  while  in  port ;  for  the 
recruiting  service  ;  and  for  the  officers  of 
the  navy,  while  on  shore,  on  duty,  or  on 
furlough  ;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actu¬ 
al  state  and  local  situation  of  all  the  of¬ 
ficers. 

8.  A  system  of  detail  regulations  for  the 
naval  hos]dtals,  and  medical  department 
of  the  navy,  within  the  United  States. 

9.  An  entire  and  new  system  of  regulation? 
for  the  conduct  of  pursers  in  the  navy, 
accurately  defining  their  duties,  securing 
a  more  strict  accountability  ;  limiting 
their  emoluments  by  a  fixed  and  reason- 
able  standard ;  and  protecting  the  sea- 
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men  of  ihe  navy  from  the  undue  advan¬ 
tages  wiiich  may  he  f>ractised,  ^vitIl  im¬ 
punity,  under  the  present  system. 

10.  Regulations  for  ascertaining,  by  exami¬ 
nation,  the  morrd  character  and  profes¬ 
sional  qualifications  of  all  oflicers  of  the 
navy,  below  the  grade  of  a  master  com¬ 
mandant,  classing  them  in  the  sc^le  of 
their  several  merits;  and  of  Ihe  preten¬ 
sions  of  those  w!k>  may  he  selected  for 
promotion,  as  well  as  of  the  candidates 
for  warrant  appointments  in  the  navy. 

All  which  regulations,  when  approved  hy  the 
President  of  the  U.  S.  should  be  established  and 
obeyed,  cntil  revised  by  the  same  authority. 

The  duties  and  details  of  the  service  proposed 
to  be  assigned  to  the  several  inspectors  of  the 
navy  may  l>e  classed  as  follows  : — 

1st  Class.  Comprehending  the  general  corre- 
spondenec  of  the  board,  s.nd  preparation  of  all 
the  reports,  estimates  and  statements,  re¬ 
quired  by  the  department ;  and  the  commTi- 
Jiiciition  of  such  propositions  and  information 
to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  as  the  hoard 
may  deem  interesting;  and,  aNo,  the  general 
charge  anrl  direction  of  the  flotilla  serv’ice  on 
the  New  Orleans  station. 

2d  Class.  Comprehending  the  general  militaiy 
cori-cspondenee  with  all  the  officers  of  the 
navy ;  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
record  of  their  services,  merits  and  qualifi¬ 
cations,  to  be  kept  on  the  files  of  the  hoard  ; 
pnicrs  for  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  mar¬ 
tial,  and  the  preparation  of  all  the  documents 
ami  statements  connected  with  these  objects ; 
also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the 
flotilla  service  on  the  southern  station,  viz. 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and 
Norfolk. 

3d  Class.  Comprcliending  the  direction  of  ord¬ 
nance  and  transportation ;  the  general  snper- 
jntendanee  of .  the  fonnderies,  laboratories, 
armories,  and  other  works  connected  with  the 
naval  ordnance  department,  and  the  inspfic- 
tion  and  proof  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  The 
direction  of  the  transportation  of  all  persons, 
stores  and  provisions  of  the  navy,  hy  land 
and  water;  and  the  general  charge  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  flotilla  service  in  the  Patapsco  and 
Delaware,  and  at  New- York. 

4th  Class.  Comprehending  the  victualling  and 
sustenance,  including  pursers,  medical  and 
hospital  stores :  also,  the  general  charge  and 
direction  of  the  flotilla  service,  on  all  the 
naval  stations  from  New-York  eastward,  and 
on  Lake  Champlain 

.^th  Class.  Comprehending  the  supply  of  hemp, 
yards,  cordage,  sail  duck,  iron  and  other 
metals,  anchors,  and  all  other  equipments  and 
materials  required  for  tlie  service,  except 
those  which  are  included  in  the  foregoing 
classes,  and  in  the  constructor’s  department  ; 
and,  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of 
Ihe  service  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  upper 
Lakes. 


The  siiperintend.'ince  and  direction  of  these 
five  classes  of  objects  would  be  distributed 
among  the  five  inspectors.  , 

The  department  of  constniction,  under  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  of 
the  hoard  of  inspectors,  should  prepare  all  the 
draughts,  plans  and  instructions  for  the  building 
of  all  the  vessels  of  the  navy  ;  construct  the 
models,  and,  when  approved,  direct  and  super¬ 
intend,  under  the  control  of  the  hoard  of  inspec¬ 
tors,  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  ships,  ves¬ 
sels,  iMiats,  the  formation  of  masts,  spars,  &c. 
and  the  contracting  for  or  procuring  all  the  ma¬ 
terials  of  w')od,  am!  of  copper  in  pigs,  holts  and 
sheets,  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  navy ; 
construct  from  the  lines,  in  the  mould  loft,  alt 
the  moulds  requisite  for  moulding  and  bevelling 
the  timber  in  tlie  forest,  under  tlie  direction  of 
skilful  ^persons  to  be  employed  hy  the  con¬ 
structor  for  that  pnr})ose,  and  superintend  the 
construction  of  tlie  wharves,  slips,  workshops 
and  engines,  required  in  building  and  repairing 
ships  of  war. 

It  is  a  copious  subject,  in  which  it  is  difficult 
to  combine  brevity  with  perspicuity. 

My  aim  has  been  to  provide  a  practical,  effi¬ 
cient  and  economical  system,  with  as  much  in¬ 
dividual  and  collective  responsibility  as  may  he 
attainable ;  and  1  feel  a  persuasion  that  the  re¬ 
sult  would  not  greatly  disappoint  the  estimate  I 
have  formed ;  the  w’is<lom  of  the  senate  will 
better  appreciate  its  merits. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  re¬ 
spect,  sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

The  hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate. 


BRITISH  OFFICIAL  ACCOCNT  OF  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary^  Sept.  27. 

C  O  li  O  N  r  A I  i  D  K  P  A  R  T  -VI  K  N  T . 

DowninX' Street,  Sept.  27. 

Capt.  Smith,  .Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
to  Ihe  troops  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Ross,  arrived  this  morning  with  a 
despatch  from  that  officer,  addressed  to  Earl 
Bathurst,  one  of  his  Majesty’s  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

Tonnant,  in  the  Patuxent,  Aug.  30. 

My  Lord — I  have  the  honour  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  your  Lordship,  that  on  the  night 
of  the  34th  instant,  after  defeating  the  army 
of  the  United  States  on  that  day,  the  troops 
under  my  command  entered  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  City  of  Washington. 

It  was  determined  l)etwecn  Sir  A.  Coch¬ 
rane  and  myself,  to  disembark  the  army  at 
the  village  of  Benedict,  on  the  right  hank 
of  the  Patuxent,  willi  the  intention  of  co¬ 
operating  with  Rear  Admiral  Cockhiirn,  in 
an  attack  upon  a  flotilla  of  the  enemy’s 


I 


THE  EXAMINER. 


11% 


^un  boats,  under  the  command  of  Com. 
Barney.  On  the  20th  instant,  the  army 
commenced  its  march,  having  landed  the 
previous  day  without  opposition  :  on  the 
21  st  it  reached  Nottingham,  and  on  the 
22d  moved  on  to  Upper  Marlborough,  a  few 
miles  distant  from  Pig  Point,  on  the  Patux¬ 
ent,  where  Admiral  Cockhurn  fell  in  with 
and  defeated  the  flotilla,  taking  and  de¬ 
stroying  the  whole.  Having  advanced  to 
within  sixteen  miles  of  Washington,  and 
ascertaining  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  he 
such  as  might  authorize  an  attemj)t  at  car- 
1  rying  his  capital,  I  determined  to  make  it, 

^  and  accordingly  put  the  troops  in  movement 
on  the  evening  of  the  23d. — A  corps  of 
about  1200  men  appeared  to  o{»])06e  us,  hut 
retired  after  firing  a  fe\v  shots.  On  the  2dth, 
the  troops  resumed  their  march,  and  reach¬ 
ed  Rladenshiirgh,  a  village  situated  on  the 
left  hank  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac,  about  five  miles  from  Washington. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  that  river  the 
enemy  was  discovered  strongly  posted  on 
very  commanding  heights,  formed  in  two 
lines,  his  advance  occupying  a  fortified 
house,  which,  with  artillery,  covered  the 
bridge  over  the  eastern  branch,  across  which 
the  British  troops  had  to  pass.  A  broad  and 
straight  roail,  leading  from  the  bridge  to 
W^ashington,  ran  through  the  position,\vhich 
was  carefully  defended  by  artillery  and 
riflemen. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  being 
made,  it  was  commenced  with  so  much  im¬ 
petuosity  by  the  light  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  85th  light  infantry  and  the  light  infan¬ 
try  companies  of  the  army,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  'Phornton,  that  the  fortified 
house  was  shortly  carried,  the  enemy  re¬ 
tiring  to  the  higher  grounds. 

Tn  support  of  the  light  brigade  T  ordered 
up  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Brooke,  who,  with  the  441  h  regiment,  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy’s  left,  the  4th  regiment 
pressing  its  right  with  such  effect  as  to  cause 
him  to  abandon  his  guns.  His  first  line 
giving  way,  was  driven  on  the  second, 
which,  yielding  to  the  irresistible  attack  of 
the  bayonet,  and  the  well-directed  discharge 
of  rockets,  got  into  confusion  and  fled, 
leaving  the  British  masters  of  the  fiehl. 
The  rapid  flight  of  the  enemy,  ami  his 
knowledge  of  the  country,  precluded  the 
possibility  of  many  prisoners  being  taken, 
more  particularly  as  the  troops  had,  during 
the  dav,  undergone  considerable  fatigue. 

The  enemy’s  army,  amounting  to  8  or 
9000  men,  with  3  or  400  cavalry,  was  un¬ 


der  the  command  of  General  Winder,  being 
formed  of  troo[>s  drawn  from  Baltimore  and 
Pennsylvania.  His  artillery,  ten  pieces  of 
which  fell  into  our  hands,  was  commanded 
by  Com.  Barney,  who  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  The  artillery  1  directed 

to  he  destroyed. 

_  •  • 

Having  halted  the  army  for  a  ‘sh«rt  time,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  march  upon  Washington,  and  reached 
that  city  at  8  o’clock  that  night.  Judging  it  of 
consecpience  to  c(»niplete  the  destruction  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  buildings  with  the  least  possible  delay,  so  that 
the  army  might  retire  without  loss  of  time,  the 
following  buildings  were  set  fire  to  and  consumed — 
the  capital,  including  the  statehouse  and  house  of 
representation,  the  arsenal,  the  dock  yard,  t:*easu- 
ry,  war  office,  president’s  palace,  rope  walk,  and 
the  great  bridge  across  the  Potomac ;  in  the  dock 
yard  a  frigate  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  and  a 
sloop  of  war,  were  consumed.  The  two  bridges 
leading  to  Washington,  over  the  eastern  branch, 
had  been  tlestroyed  hy  the  enemy,  who  apprehend¬ 
ed  an  attack  from  that  ipiarter.  The  object  of  the 
expedition  being  accomplished,  I  deteraiincd,  be¬ 
fore  any  greater  force  of  the  enemy  could  be  as- 
S(!mbled,  to  wifhdraw  the  troops,  and  accordingly 
commenced  retiring  on  the  night  of  the  25th.  Oa 
the  evening  of  the  29th  we  reached  Benedict,  and 
re-embarked  the  folhiwing  day.  In  the  perform- 
auce  of  the  operation  I  have  detailed,  it  is  with  the 
utmost  .'jatisfaction  I  observe  to  your  lordship,  that 
cheerfulness  in  nndergoing  fatigue,  and  anxiety  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  object,  were  couspicu- 
ous  in  all  ranks. 

[Here  follow  cncomittms  on  officers,  uninlcrest- 
ing  to  the  American  reader.] 

All  attack  upon  an  enemy  so  strongly  posted 
could  not  be  effected  without  loss.  I  have  to  la¬ 
ment  that  the  wounds  received  by  Col.  Thornton, 
and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers  left  at  Bladeas- 
hurgli,  w^ere  such  as  prevented  their  rmuoval.  Ai 
many  of  the  wounded  as  could  he  brought  off  were 
removed,  the  others  being  left  with  medical  cane 
and  attendants.  The  arrangements  made  by  Staff 
‘burgeon  Baxter  for  their  accommodation  have 
been  as  satisfactory  as  circumstances  would  admit 
of.  The  agent  for  British  prisoners  of  war  veiy 
fortunately  resitling  at  Bladcnsburgh,  I  have  recosn- 
mended  the  wounded  officers  and  men  to  his  parti- 
cnlar  attention,  and  trust  to  his  being  able  to  ef¬ 
fect  their  exchange  when  sufficiently  recovered. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ROB.  ROSS,  Maj.,  Gen. 

Total  killed  and  wounded — 1  captain,  2  lieuten¬ 
ants,  5  sergeants,  56  rank  and  file,  10  horses,  kill¬ 
ed  ;  2  lieutenant  colonels,  1  major,  1  captain,  1-4 
lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  10  sergeants,  155  rank  and. 
file,  8  horses  wounded. 

Stores  taken  from  ike  enemy. 

Total  amount  of  cannon  taken — 205. 

50  Barrels  pow'der. 

100,000  rounds  of  mu.sket-ball  cartridges; 

40  Barrels  fine  grained  powder. 

A  large  quantity  of  ammunition  of  different  na¬ 
tures  made  up. 

The  navy  yard  and  arsenal  having  been  set  on 
fire  bv  the  enemy  before  they  retired,  an  immense 
quantity  of  every  description  'was  dostro'  ed,  o. 
which  no  account  could  be  token,  several  -ery 


12U  the  examiner. 


heavy  explosion?,  during  the  night,  denoted  that 
there  liad  been  large  magazines  of  powder. 

(Signed)  f  *  W£L<LIA]VIS, 

Lieut.  Royal  Artillery,  A,  Q,.  M. 

N.  B.  The  remauis  of  near  20,000  stand  of  arms 
were  iliscovei'ed,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy. 

(To  be  continued^ 


On  the  morning  of  the  25th  his  excellency 
the  commander  in  chief  presented  an  elegant 
stand  of  colours  to  the  battalion  of  Governor’s 
Guards,  who  paraded  for  that  purpose  in  front 
of  headquarters. 

in  handing  them  to  Major  Dunscomb,  the 
commandant  of  the  corps,  his  excellency  addres¬ 
sed  him  in  the  following  words  : 

“  Sir — 1  avail  myself  of  this  memorable  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  evacuation  of  our  city  by  a 
foreign  foe,  to  ofler  a  standard  of  colours  to  the 
battalion  under  your  command. 

“  When  I  behold  in  you,  and  in  many  of  your 
companions,  the  dcKcendants  of  those  worthies 
who  stood  tbrth  in  our  revolutionary  struggle  to 
achieve  the  independence  of  their  country,” 
&c.  [iVoi.  Adv, 

jyjaj.  Dunscomb  is  the  son  of  the  late  Colonel 
Edyvard  Dunscomb^  of  whose  valour  and  suffer¬ 
ings  during  the  revolutionary  conflict,  no  one  is 
ignorant.  Col.  Dunscmnb  had  been  appointed 
clerk  of  the  District  Court,  under  Gen.  Wash¬ 
ington’s  a<lministration.  The  course  of  things 
afterwards  made  one  Matthias  H.  Tallmadge 
judge  of  that  court.  Revolutionary  services  are 
ever  in  the  m'ouths  of  the  democratic  leaders  ; 
but  the  story  of  Col.  Dunscomb^s  wrongs,  to  cite 
no  other,  proves  how  little  of  it  is  in  their 
hearts.  Col.  Dunscomb  was  removed  from  the 
office  ivhich  his  revolutionary  services  had  been 
rewarded  with  and  it  was  all  the  reward  he 
had  ever  received. 

Afterwards  a  ray  of  federalism  illumined  the 
^council  of  appointment,  and  Col.  Dunscomb  was 
appointed  Sheriff  of  New-York  by  those,  who 
do  not  tlnnk  less  of  revolutionary  services,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  always  prating  about  them. 
But  the  unsparing  hand  of  democracy  was  the 
next  year  restored  to  its  strength  ;  and  this 
council  of  appointment,  under  his  excellency 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  removed  Col.  D.  from  his 
office,  without  scruple  and  without  Ceremony,  to 
reward,  I  presume,  the  revolutionary  services 
of  Benj.  Ferris,  Esq.  attorney  at  law  !  “  The 
revolutionary  worthy  who  stood  forth  in  our 
revolutionary  struggle,”  was  again  deprived  of 
the  bread,  which  this  office  gave  him,  and  his 
excellency  smiled  assent!  And  now  his  excellen¬ 
cy  compliments  the  son  by  extolling  the  father’s 
merits.  ”  O  shame,  where  is  thy  blush  .'” 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednes- 

day. 

FROM  GHENT. 

We  are  sorry  we  cannot  gratify  our  read¬ 


ers  to-day  with  any  itatement  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  despatches  just  received  from 
Ghent,  which  have  not  yet  transpired. 

We  have  been  favoured,  however,  with 
the  perusal  of  a  [irivate  letter  from  one  of 
our  Ministers,  dated  the  25th  utt.  which 
speaks  with  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  their 
departure  from  Ghent,  and  with  equal  un¬ 
certainty  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  con¬ 
tinent. 

The  congress  at  Vienna  is  said  to  have 
been  fiostponed  to  the  Ist  of  November. 
In  the  mean  time  M.  Talleyrand  has,  it  b 
said,  presented  a  Memorial  to  tJie  Envoys 
to  that  Congress,  jirotcsting  against  the 
aggrandizement  of  other  powers,  and  claim¬ 
ing  on  their  part  the  same  moderation  w  Inch 
France  is  asserted  to  have  manifested  ;  in 
other  words,  claiming  as  to  other  powers 
the  same  Return  as  France  has  made,  to  the 
condition  of  1792. 

From  what  we  can  learn,  it  would  be 
highly  injudicious  for  our  government  or 
people  to  calculate  on  any  advantages,  to 
result  to  our  interests,  from  events  to  hap¬ 
pen  across  the  Atlantic. 

And  of  course  [the  Editor  of  the  Examiner 
takes  permission  to  add^  all  the  advantages 
we  are  to  hope,  are  to  be  derivwl  from  the 
w  isdom  of  an  administration  which  has  for 
two  years  been  making  a  fruitless  w  ar  upon 
Canada ;  which  has  lost  Fort  NiaL>^ara, 
Michellimackinac,  Castinc^  anti  WashbisAon ; 
which  has  destroyed  every  thing  like  imli- 
vidual  credit  and  confidence,  and  subjected 
us  to  the  imbecility,  disgrace  and  misery  of 
a  governmaital  bankruptcy.  Oiir  only  hopes 
rest  upon  a  cabinet  which  cannot  make 
peace,  which  cannot  make  war,  which  can¬ 
not  get  money  for  new  operations,  because 
it  is  unable  to  pay  its  old  debts  Such  a 
slate  of  things  cannot  long  exist. 

Correction.— It  was  stated  in  No.  4.  of  the 
Examiner,  from  a  disposition  to  be  perfectly 
candid,  that  severaiye^^ra/  gentlemen  in  the  le¬ 
gislature  were  in  favour  of  the  conscriptisn  prin¬ 
ciple,  contained  in  the  Hessian  Act.  A  conver¬ 
sation  with  a  federal  gentleman,  ff  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  enables  me  to  say  that  1  was  misinformed. 
The  misapprehension  arose  in  this  way.  The 
bill,  originally  reported  and  ultimately  passed, 
contained  the  conscription  principle.  A  motion 
was  made  to  strike  it  out,  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 
serting  something  else ;  against  this,  several  gen¬ 
tlemen  voted,  being  determined  to  sanction  no 
part  of  the  project.  And  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  its  Jinal  passage,  the  federalists,  one 
and  all,  together  with  some  of  the  democrats, 
voted  against  the  whole  bilMin  vain  ! 


